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AS core sector
output slumps,
anxieties over
growth deepen

|GS Paper lIl: Economy]|

Worrying trend

The Core sectors’ index fell further in Sept. even as
the Y-0-Y growth rebounded from a shrinkage in Aug.
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Output levels in India’s
eight core sectors, which
account for about 40% of
the country’s industrial
production, continued to
drag in September with the
Index of Core Industries
(ICI) falling to a 10-month
low of 154.8. That is 0.83%
below August levels.

On a year-on-year basis,
however, core industries’
output recorded a 2% up-
tick, reflecting a moderate
but positive turnaround
from August, when the in-
dex had contracted 1.6%,
the first such shrinkage in
36 months.

Fortunes were mixed
for the two key construc-
tion-related sectors, with
steel output growth hitting
a 33-month nadir of 1.5% in
September, while cement
production rose 7.1%, the
fastest in six months.

Noting that steel output
may have been dented by
the automobile sector’s
sales woes, Bank of Baroda
chief economist Madan
Sabnavis reckoned that in-
dustrial output in Septem-
ber may remain weak, with
a growth rate of under 1%.

The Index of Industrial
Production (IIP) had con-
tracted marginally in Au-
gust. The National Statisti-

on November 12.

Acuité Ratings chief eco-
nomist Suman Chowdhu-
ry, who expects core sec-
tors to grow 4.5% to 5%
through 2024-25, com-
pared to 7.6% last year, said
this will also drag down in-
dustrial output growth to
5%. The economic indica-
tors for the second quarter
have increased the down-
side risks to their 7%
growth projection for the
year, he noted.

Five of the eight infras-
tructure sectors recorded
year-on-year growth, com-
pared to just two sectors in
August. However, just
three sectors’ production
levels were also higher
than in August: coal (up
9.8%), cement (0.85%),
and refinery products,
which recorded a fraction-
al 0.07% uptick sequential-
ly. Electricity generation
contracted for the second
month in a row, albeit with
a milder shrinkage of 0.5%
from September 2023.

Crude oil production
contracted for the fifth suc-
cessive month, with the
shrinkage deepening to
3.9%, while natural gas de-
clined to 1.3%. Absolute
output levels in both these
sectors were at a three-
month low.
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Eight Core Sectors of the Indian Economy

e The eight core sectors of India are critical industries that significantly impact the
country’s industrial performance and economic health.

e Together, they constitute 40.27% of the total weight of items in the Index of
Industrial Production (IIP), an index that gauges the production performance of
various sectors in the Indian economy.
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Eight Core Sectors

e Petroleum Refinery Products
o Importance: Refined petroleum products like diesel and petrol are crucial for
transport and industry.
Contribution: This sector holds the largest weight of 28.04% in the IIP.
Recent Data: India’s refinery production increased by 8.9% in 2023 due to
rising demand.
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e Electricity
o Importance: Vital for industrial and residential use, electricity powers economic
growth.
Contribution: Electricity has a weight of 19.85% in the IIP.
Recent Developments: India’s renewable energy share is expanding,
contributing to sustainable electricity production.
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e Coal
o Importance: Coal is essential for electricity production, as India’s power sector
relies heavily on coal-fired power plants.
Contribution: This sector has weight of 10.33% in the IIP.
Recent Data: In FY 2023, coal production grew by 14% to meet growing
energy demands.
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e Crude Oil
o Importance: It is a key raw material for refineries and critical for India’s energy
security.

Contribution: Crude oil has a weight of 8.98% in the IIP.
Recent Trends: Production in recent years has faced challenges due to

declining reserves.
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e Natural Gas
o Importance: Used in electricity generation and as an industrial fuel, especially
in fertilizers.
Contribution: The weight of natural gas is 6.88% in the IIP.
Recent Developments: The government aims to increase natural gas's share in
India’s energy mix from 6% to 15% by 2030.
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o Fertilizers
o Importance: Fertilizers are critical for agriculture, affecting food security and
rural economy.
Contribution: It has a 2.63% weight in the IIP.
Recent Trends: There has been a push for self-reliance in fertilizer
production under Atmanirbhar Bharat.

o NEQ: U8 BN AR W JR&M & o Ageayuf |1
o UNIEH: 39FTIIP H 2.63% YR B
o giferar ugferar. AR YR & d8d 38 Wl M WR SR fear m g |

o Importance: Steel is essential for infrastructure, construction, and
manufacturing.
Contribution: This sector has a weight of 17.92% in the IIP.
Recent Data: India is the second-largest producer of steel, with production
increasing by 6% in 2023.
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e Cement
o Importance: Cement is fundamental to the construction sector, particularly
housing and infrastructure.
Contribution: The weight of cement in IIP is 5.37%.
Recent Trends: Production growth aligns with infrastructure projects like
Smart Cities Mission.
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Historical Background and Key Data

e The concept of core sectors was introduced to highlight critical industries impacting
overall industrial output.

e Index of Industrial Production (IIP): Measures the output of these sectors monthly.
Data influences policy-making and economic planning.

e Recent Developments: Government initiatives like Atmanirbhar Bharat and Make in
India are directed towards enhancing core sector capacities.
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King Charles, Queen

BENGALURU

Britain’s King Charles III
and Queen Camilla visited
a Bengaluru-based luxury
wellness retreat for a three-
day rejuvenation session.
This was their first trip to
India since he ascended
the throne.

The couple quietly ar-
rived at the Soukya Inter-
national Holistic Health
Centre on October 27 and
left on Wednesday morn-
ing. The King, who was re-
cently diagnosed with can-
cer, planned this
rejuvenation on the advice
of his medical team after

all the chemotherapy ses-
sions. While the rejuvena-
tion sessions were similar
to those provided to other
high-profile guests, thera-
pies were decided based
on his health. “The ses-
sions he underwent were
for rejuvenation, detoxifi-
cation and strengthening
the immune system,”
sources said.

King Charles, who had
celebrated his 71st birthday
at Soukya in 2019, was vis-
iting the Centre for the se-
cond time while his wife
has stayed at the Centre
nine times so far.

The King, who believes
in integrative medicine,
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Camilla visit holistic health centre in Bengaluru
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The King is visiting the holistic health centre for the second time
while his wife has stayed at the centre nine times so far. REUTERS

has a personal interest in a
holistic  approach  to
health, organic farming
and eco-friendly practices.
His main interest is in inte-

grative medicine and he is
also patron of the Faculty
of Homeopathy in the U.K.
He was also a patron of the
British Association for Ho-

listic Medicine. In 2018,
with Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, he inaugurated
an AYUSH centre in
London.

South Indian diet
The royal couple stayed at
the royal presidential suite
at the centre. They were
put on a South Indian diet
comprising vegetarian or-
ganic food, including sa-
lads and soups. The couple
was said to be fond of idly,
dosa and organic soups
apart from organic tender
coconut water, pomegra-
nate juice and mango pulp
juice.

As they were fond of or-

ganic Mallika mangoes
grown on the premises of
Soukya, the mangoes were
being delivered to their pa-
lace every year.

Sources said the cou-
ple’s daily routine began
with a yoga session in the
morning, followed by
breakfast and then rejuve-
nation therapies before
lunch. After a short break,
another round of therapies
followed, which would end
with a meditation session
before dinner and bedtime
at 9 p.m. The couple en-
joyed walking in the organ-
ic and medicinal gardens
on the Centre’s premises,
sources said.

To mark his visit, the
King planted a Jacaranda
tree sapling at the Centre’s
premises. During his pre-
vious visit, in 2019, he had
planted a Champaca tree
sapling.

Soukya is working on ex-
panding its base to Portu-
gal.

“The royal couple ex-
pressed their happiness ov-
er our expansion plans and
said it would be easier for
them to rejuvenate them-
selves more often due to
Portugal’s proximity to
London,” said holistic
health practitioner Issac
Mathai, who runs the luxu-
ry wellness retreat.

Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve (BTR) is a prominent tiger reserve located in the Umaria
district of Madhya Pradesh, India.

Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve (BTR)

Known for its high density of Bengal tigers, it has been a crucial site for tiger
conservation efforts under India’s Project Tiger.
The reserve is named after the ancient "Bandhavgarh Fort," which is historically

significant and culturally connected to various mythological stories.
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Bandhavgarh was declared a national park in 1968 and was designated as a tiger
reserve in 1993 under the Project Tiger initiative.

The area holds a rich historical legacy, with the Bandhavgarh Fort, dating back over
2000 years, standing as a major attraction.
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Since the implementation of Project Tiger in 1973, BTR has witnessed various
conservation efforts to protect its tiger population.

The use of technology, such as radio collars and camera traps, has been instrumental
in monitoring tiger movements and maintaining a healthy tiger population.
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India joins steering
committee of asset
recovery network

ARIN-AP is a

NEW DELHI

India, represented by the
Directorate of Enforcement
(ED), has been included in
the steering committee of
the Asset Recovery Inter-
agency Network-Asia Pacif-
ic (ARIN-AP), a prominent
multi-agency network ded-
icated to tackling the pro-
ceeds of crime in the Asia-
Pacific region and a mem-
ber of the global CARIN
(Camden Asset Recovery
Inter-agency Network).

“This new role will ena-
ble India to contribute to
ARIN-AP’s decision-making
and administrative respon-
sibilities, furthering its mis-
sion to combat economic
crimes and support asset
recovery at a global scale,”
said the ED.

“...India will assume the
presidency of the network
and host the annual gener-
al meeting (AGM) in 2026.
This milestone provides a
unique platform to rein-
force India’s leadership in
asset recovery and en-
hance cooperation with re-
gional and international
partners,” it said. ARIN-AP
was established to facilitate
cross-border collaboration
on asset tracing, freezing,
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multi-agency

network dedicated
to tackling proceeds

of crime in the

Asia-Pacific region

and confiscation. It in-
cludes 28 member jurisdic-
tions and nine observers
and serves as an informal
yet robust network as part
of CARIN. It operates
through a network of con-
tact points, enabling effec-
tive communication among
member agencies, and of
over 100 jurisdictions in
CARIN with the ED repre-
senting India as the nodal
agency.

“Law enforcement agen-
cies across ARIN-AP and
CARIN jurisdictions benefit
from this network, as it
aids in tracing assets relat-
ed to criminal activities,
both movable and immova-
ble, across borders.
Through ARIN-AP and the
larger CARIN, agencies can
exchange information on
individuals, assets, and
companies informally, of-
ten expediting the identifi-
cation and recovery of pro-
ceeds of crime,” said the
ED.
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Rohini Godbole: indomitable passion
for high-energy physics, gender equity

Prof. Godbole was a role model for young researchers, particularly women scientists struggling against gender bias and negative attitudes

Sunil Mukhi

ollider physics studies the

outcome of high-energy

collisions between microscopic

particles such as protons or
electrons to learn about the fundamental
constituents of our universe. If one
mentions this subject in the context of
India, the name of Rohini Godbole will be
among the first to come up. Prof. Godbole
passed away on October 25 after a brief
illness. She was 71.

Born into a middle-class Pune family
committed to education and learning, she
became an internationally renowned
theoretical physicist. Her parents
supported her career choice, but she
faced condescension and gender bias
from professional colleagues at crucial
stages of her career. Yet it was not in her
nature to be discouraged. She got through
the difficult times with energy and
determination, with a passion for
research and an ability to inspire
students. In time, she won global
recognition as an accomplished
researcher, educator, policymaker, and
administrator of science.

Paving the way

A graduate of S.P. College in Pune, Prof.
Godbole got a master’s degree at IIT
Bombay and went on to do a PhD at the
State University of New York at Stony
Brook (now Stony Brook University) in the
U.S. During the 1970s, the physics
department, under the leadership of

Chi -American Nobel 1 C.N.
Yang, had developed a top-class doctoral
programme. Unlike Ivy League colleges
that could be prejudiced against students
from India in those days, Stony Brook
quickly became enthusiastic about Indian
students, largely due to the success of
early recruits such as Prof. Godbole.

Thus she helped pave the way for
many others (including myself) to study
at the same institution, which I joined a
few years later. Our small contingent,
newly arrived from India and quite
nervous, was fortunate to encounter her
as we entered the department on our first
day. Her warm welcome contrasted
sharply with the standoffish attitude of
some other Indian seniors. In the
subsequent years, she continued to offer
us advice and encouragement with a
characteristic generosity of spirit.

Prof. Godbole was popular with both
faculty members and students at Stony
Brook and was perceived as one of their
most talented students. Yet, when she
completed her doctorate in 1979, she
declined postdoctoral offers from the U.S.
and Europe and returned to work at the
Tata Institute of Fundamental Research
(TIFR), Mumbai. I remember the day her
first publication from India reached us in
Stony Brook. That she could continue to
carry out high-quality research convinced
many of us to eventually head back
ourselves.

Tough time
Her early days in India were not easy.
Despite excellent work, she was told she
lacked the talent to become a high-quality
independent researcher. She joined
Bombay University, where she had a
heavy teaching load even as the system
was indifferent to her research, although
she acknowledged the support and
mentorship of some senior colleagues.
After a heavy day of teaching, she still
had the energy to commute across town
to TIFR and carry on joint research with
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achieving worldwide success. FILE PHOTO

the faculty there. Without even a small
desk at which to work, she remained
focused on research and did not complain
about what the rest of us saw as
gender-based discrimination. In 1995 she
was offered a faculty position at the
Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru,
where her life as a researcher became less
stressful and she could recruit and guide
doctoral students. At this stage, her
career soared, and she soon became a
celebrity.

A cut above the rest

Rohini Godbole was a classic “elementary
particle phenomenologist” — a scientist
who studies phenomena that are
observed at particle colliders. Her
research papers offered interpretations of
experimental observations at laboratories
like Fermilab in the U.S. and CERN in
Geneva and proposed the so-called
experimental signatures for theoretical
models that are used to test their validity.
She co-authored a textbook on
supersymmetric models of particle
physics, for which evidence is currently
being sought at colliders.

She was often invited to sit on panels
and working groups. For example, in 2012
she was the seniormost among only four
Indians in a study group commissioned
by CERN that produced a 600-page report
on the feasibility of upgrading the Large
Hadron Collider to include electron
beams.

By this time she was personally known
to all the leading particle physicists
around the world and was frequently
invited as a keynote speaker at
international conferences on high-energy
physics. She became a fellow of the
national academies and received

Role model: Rohini Godbole spoke openly of the hurdles she had faced in the past but was never embittered by the experience — nor did she ever gloat after

Rohini Godbole was a classic
‘elementary particle
phenomenologist’. Her papers
offered interpretations of

experimental observations at
laboratories like Fermilab and

CERN and proposed experimental
signatures for theoretical models
that are used to test their validity

numerous recognitions, including awards
from the governments of India and
France. As a visiting professor at
European universities, she taught
graduate courses on the themes of her
research.

At some point it became evident she
had outperformed other Indian
colleagues in her field, including those
who had discouraged her decades earlier.
She spoke openly of the hurdles she had
faced in the past but was never
embittered by the experience — nor did
she ever gloat after achieving worldwide
success.

Always with a smile

Prof. Godbole was by this time well
placed to be a role model for young
researchers, particularly women
scientists struggling — as she once had —
against gender bias and negative
attitudes. She cheerfully took on this
responsibility and became an advocate
for women in science. While continuing
to do high-quality research, she founded
the ‘Women in Science Panel’ of the
Indian Academy of Sciences and became
its first Chair. She was a plenary speaker
at the first International Conference on
Women in Physics in Paris in 2001. In a
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short autobiographical note, she wrote
about the experience:

“I'was invited to speak about my
experience as a woman physicist in India
who had achieved some measure of
success, and it resonated with the
audience. Women from Ghana, Mauritius,
and Egypt came to me and said, when
Western women talk, we feel that they are
from a different culture, but when we
listen to you, we feel — if she can do it, we
can do it too!”

This experience led her to co-edit a
now-famous compilation of career
profiles of nearly a hundred Indian
women scientists, ‘Lilavati’s Daughters’,
and she gave numerous talks and wrote
articles on gender-related issues in
science. On a few occasions I had the
opportunity to sit in committee meetings
with her and observe her remarkable
style of functioning.

Despite being a talkative person in
public spaces, she was an alert listener at
meetings and would only express her
opinions after carefully absorbing the
facts.

Her remarks were direct and pointed,
and she fought vigorously for what she
believed to be right, but always in
constructive language and with a smile.

Let me conclude with a quote from an
email circulated at CERN just hours after
she passed away in Pune. “It is with
profound sadness that we have learnt
about the passing of Rohini Godbole. A
brilliant phenomenologist and a visionary
leader, Rohini has inspired students and
researchers across the world.”

(Sunil Mukhi is a theoretical physicist at
IISER Pune who carries out research in
quantum field theory and string theory.
sunil.mukhi@iiserpune.ac.in)
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Towards Europe

India used visits by leaders of Germany
and Spain to balance ties in Europe
T he back-to-back visits to India by German

Chancellor Olaf Scholz and Spain’s Prime

Minister Pedro Sanchez indicate an at-
tempt by New Delhi to engage with Europe’s big-
gest economies bilaterally. While Mr. Scholz’s vi-
sit was a scheduled engagement for the bi-annual
Inter-Government Consultations, this was his
third visit since 2023; Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had visited Germany in 2022. Thus, there
were MoUs on innovation and technology, skill-
ing and mobility, and green energy cooperation,
as well as improving trade, pegged at $26 billion,
with about $27 billion in German investments.
The conversation over trade and investment in-
tensified with both leaders attending the Asia-
Pacific Conference of German Business, a first in
India, amidst an attempt by German businesses
to reduce their exposure in China. The two-day
visit of Mr. Sanchez (officially called the President
of the Government of Spain) shone a spotlight on
unnoticed India-Spain bilateral ties. Trade is
nearly $10 billion, and Spain is India’s 16th largest
investor. Despite its relatively lower stakes in In-
dia’s economy, Spain is increasingly seen as a
technology and engineering partner; one of the
MoUs signed was for rail transport. The highlight
of the visit was the inauguration of an Airbus-Tata
private sector plant to assemble C-295 aircraft for
the Indian Air Force. It did not go unnoticed that
the visits were scheduled close to each other,
even as Germany and Spain are competing for
defence deals, indicating New Delhi’s desire to di-
versify its options.

The timing of the visits followed just after Mr.
Modi’s Russia visit for the BRICS summit, and his
meetings with Russian President Vladimir Putin
and Chinese President Xi Jinping, which show
how India continues to balance ties amid the Rus-
sia-Ukraine conflict. India expressed deep con-
cerns over the loss of life in the Ukraine conflict
and the need for lasting peace, in the joint state-
ments with Germany and Spain. But the state-
ments differed to a degree in the paragraphs on
the West Asian crisis. The statement with Germa-
ny squarely condemned Hamas for its actions on
October 7 last year, and called for the immediate
release of Israeli hostages. The statement with
Spain did not name Hamas, and emphasised the
need to protect civilians and for all parties to
comply with international law. Spain has taken a
step away from other European countries by re-
cognising Palestine and blocking all shipments of
armaments including from India to Israel. It is im-
portant that India continues to engage with Euro-
pean countries individually, as well as with the
European Union, especially with such evidence
that even the closest partners have nuanced diffe-
rences on geopolitical issues of the day.
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Towards Europe
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India used visits by leaders of Germany
and Spain to balance ties in Europe.
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« The back-to-back visits to India by German Chancellor
Olaf Scholz and Spain’s Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez
indicate an attempt by New Delhi to engage with
Europe’s biggest economies bilaterally.
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 Mr. Scholz’s visit was a scheduled engagement for the
bi-annual Inter-Government Consultations, marking
his third visit since 2023. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had previously visited Germany in 2022.
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* The visit led to MoUs on innovation and technology,
skilling and mobility, green energy cooperation, and
trade, which stands at $26 billion, with approximately
$27 billion in German investments.
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« Both leaders attended the Asia-Pacific Conference of German Business, the first of its kind in
India, aiming to reduce German business exposure to China.

ST ATt 7 i ST BT TRRT-URIT W, S YR 8 U8l SR I g, § YiT
fore, foraanT Se=a 91 & SHF aud & SIRIH &1 &8 6T o

« Mr. Sanchez's two-day visit (officially the President of the Government of Spain) highlighted
India-Spain bilateral ties. The trade volume is approximately $10 billion, and Spain is India’s
16th largest investor.

ot wiw 1 g feawita g (@huaie wu 3 W F wgufa & w0 §) 7 yRa-w= ffuaa
Teref TR UHT STAT| SATUR TTHT $10 fIferas § 3k WA YRd &7 16471 Had 91 A g1

« Despite Spain's relatively lower economic stake, it is increasingly recognized as a technology
and engineering partner, with an MoU signed for rail transport.

YRA H W & 3eepd o4 e R & dave 38 Menfie siv geifafér yrfier &
w0 T dSit Y UgHI S 36T 8; ¥ UiRae & oY Th MoU TR g¥dieR fy Mu|

« The highlight of Mr. Sdnchez's visit was the inauguration of an Airbus-Tata private sector
plant to assemble C-295 aircraft for the Indian Air Force.

oft TS B AT FHT T/ SV YR IR BT & T €-295 faam= sriga A & fow uh
TOREH-2TeT it &9 & §aF &1 Igured Ul

« The scheduling of these visits close to each other, despite Germany and Spain competing for
defense deals, reflects New Delhi’s aim to diversify its options.

S AT BT Udh-g¥R & HId HIIHH, Ut gt STt 3iR T e At & for wfogef v @ &,
72 Rl o el o1 fafdy s &) g1 exfar 21

* These visits followed PM Modi’s Russia visit for the BRICS summit and meetings with
President Putin and President Xi Jinping, highlighting India’s balancing efforts amid the
Russia-Ukraine conflict.

3 YIS GUTHA HIE) B 9 11 & 91Q g5, S8 Io e Rrew awe # wgufa gfa ok
wgafa < AT & Iy garerd &1, S F9-go Suad & T HRd & S T Sl il
g

* In joint statements with Germany and Spain, India expressed concerns over the loss of life in
Ukraine and stressed the need for lasting peace.

S SR WA & 1Y g Sl H, HRd A gob1 § sitaq @ g1 IR ffar uad &t ofiR wumdt
TNifd T Sazadar R 99 e

« Statements differed slightly on the West Asian crisis: Germany’s statement condemned
Hamas and called for immediate release of Israeli hostages.
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uf3w TRMAE Hhe R 9§ 4IST 3R YT ST & 99 3 gHN & (el ot 3R gHrgelt
Y| B aRkd ReTs &7 Mg fbar|

« Spain’s statement avoided naming Hamas and focused on protecting civilians and ensuring
compliance with international law by all parties.

W & T 3 A B1 7 o I WRel (b1 3R AR @ YR 3R T4 uall gR1 sierfgia
P & AJUTA- IR IR 2|

« Spain diverged from other European countries by recognizing Palestine and blocking all
armament shipments including those from India to Israel.

T A 379 R S F T 39 AT §U R &1 A &t iR URa | 39189 & oA
ara gt gAY @Y smyfef wR A% @

« It is important for India to continue engaging with European countries individually and with
the European Union, as close partners hold nuanced differences on geopolitical issues.

YR & fore gRidg 3= ok RIfH w9 & 91y afdeTd 9 ¥ J81d 991 [T Hedquf &,
Hifh Mdcan UrfieRl & U Y-ITerifas gei )R Y& iR 5
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Importing a toxic work culture into India

n Indian woman in her twenties,
working in Pune for a major
consultancy firm, died one day after
returning home from work. Her
mother believes that this had resulted from
exhaustion due to overwork at the office.

‘While the deeper cause would be difficult to
ascertain, her parents have spoken publicly about
their daughter informing them about the long
hours she faced at work and the stress she
endured from unreasonably close deadlines for
reports.

Moreover, soon after the news of her death
broke, at least one former employee has written
or spoken in the public domain regarding the
work culture that they experienced at the same
company, which led him to leave. Ironically, on
the website of the firm’s ‘India Office’ the first
entry is a banner declaring that the company’s
purpose is “building a better working world”

An American imprint

The firm concerned is a so-called multinational.
This term is somewhat of an oxymoron, reflected
in the reality that every multinational company
has a distinct national affiliation, and national
governments avidly work to further the prospects
of their own multinationals (MNCs). Thus, when
United States President Bill Clinton visited India
in 2000, where he was mobbed by our
parliamentarians in the Lok Sabha, he had come
with a posse of American CEOs seeking
opportunities. Most of the world’s multinationals
are American. This explains their work culture,
the essential part of which is an emphasis on long
hours apart from the relentless pressure to fulfil
stringent targets, whether of sales or, in the case
of accounting/consultancy firms, commissioned
reports for clients ranging from for-profit firms to
governments.

It is useful to understand the provenance of
the work culture found in multinationals. With
the collapse of the Soviet Union, the U.S. came to
have an outsized influence on global affairs, and
its economic architecture, including the work
culture, came to be seen as the gold standard.
From accounting practices to what is considered
normal when it comes to hours of work, ‘the
American way’ became the norm. Now, the
culture of the multinationals came to possess the
cachet of being of American origin even if the
company itself may not be. This culture has a
history.

The German sociologist, Max Weber, showed
how the reformation of Christianity in northern
Europe altered the view of work. Protestantism,
especially Calvinism, doctrinally supported
worldly activities dedicated to economic gain,
seeing them as endowed with a moral and

Importing a toxic work culture into India
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Honorary Visiting
Professor, Centre for
Development Studies,
Thiruvananthapuram

The practices,
including
working hours,
in
multinationals
functioning in
India must

be regulated

spiritual significance that was equal to working
for the Church, which Catholicism had privileged.
Weber identified the protestant ethic as a driver
of early capitalism. As America was founded by
northern Europeans intent on establishing a
community based on Protestant beliefs , it is not
difficult to see where the glorification of work
that came to define the American way of life
came from. Weber relies on the writings of the
American thinker, Benjamin Franklin, to make
his case. The point of all this is to see that the
work culture at MNCs is not based on ergonomics
or organisational psychology but is actually of
religious extraction.

A country comparison of work, productivity
For the economist, it remains pertinent to ask
where the American obsession with work has got
Americans. I shall base my investigation on data
issued by the International Labour Organisation.
If we were to make a global comparison of
national per capita incomes, a standard measure
of the standard of living of a population, we
would find that hard work has got the U.S. quite
far for sure but not as far as others without the
same approach to work. In 2023, the U.S. was the
12th globally in terms of GNP per capita. If we
take Guyana out of this list — it was only barely
ahead — 10 countries were ahead of the U.S.
These were Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Ireland,
Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Singapore,
Sweden and Switzerland. Note that apart from a
tiny Asian country, the rest of the list is
exclusively of western European countries.

There is, though, an aspect of the comparison
just made that needs mentioning. As productivity
measures are based on value, the country that
makes more valuable goods would tend to rank
higher even if its physical productivity is not
higher across all goods. So as to avoid relying on a
comparison of value-based productivity levels
alone, we may compare how the value-based
productivity measure grows over time across
countries. When we do this for the period of half
a century from 1970, we find that U.S. GNP per
capita has grown faster than only Switzerland’s,
and that too marginally (paucity of data meant
that Austria and Singapore had to be excluded
from the exercise). So, we find that neither is the
population of the U.S. the richest in the world nor
is its productivity growth faster. A further
assessment of the economic value of hard work is
conveyed by the following indicator.

In the above sample, except for Singapore, the
average hours worked per person in a year were
lower than that in the U.S. in every other country
listed above. So, we can see that it is possible to
get richer than the U.S. even when working less.
There appears to be a difference between

YR § TP O ST G¥pfd o7 mard

An Indian woman in her twenties, working in Pune for a major

working, a creative mental and physical
engagement, and just labouring, as defined by
hours worked.

However, talk of national cultures glorifying
work can go only this far in accounting for the
long hours allegedly worked by employees of
multinationals, such as the employee who died.
As observed by Karl Marx a 150 years ago, the
length of the working day is a factor determining
profits under capitalism. When only a part of a
day’s labour by the worker is needed to pay for
their maintenance by way of the wage, the rest
accrues to the capitalist as profit. As competition
among capitalists lowers the rate of profit,
capitalists strive to recoup profits by increasing
the length of the working day or getting workers
to do more and more faster. For consulting firms
such as the one in question, the latter would
mean producing more reports in less and less
time.

An add-on to foreign investment

It is useful to remember that the work culture
allegedly existing at the firm was not always
present in India. It came along with the foreign
investment that was courted as part of the
liberalising reforms of 1991. Foreign investment
was seen as a route to raising capital formation
and bringing along global best practices in
management. As for the promised global best
practices, the incident involving the Pune firm is
at least one data point by which to gauge
outcomes. Whatever may be the actual benefits
for India of having kept an open house for them,
the multinationals seem to have done quite well
for themselves since.

1t has been reported that during 201722, the
‘Big Four’ among the global consulting firms
bagged 305 assignments from the Government of
India. The same source reports a figure so large
for the revenue that accrued to them from India
that I thought it wise to ascertain it before citing
it. But in all these cases, it would be of interest to
know if expertise as good was not available in
India. There is also a record of the governments
of some southern States favouring external
consultants over local experts who are far more
knowledgeable on economic matters.

An upshot of the incident at Pune is that the
working hours and practices in the multinationals
working in India must be regulated by the
government. So should the working hours at the
Indian companies directly serving offshore
entities, where stress-induced suicides have been
reported recently. That these companies, which
serve a global clientele, would require them to
run shifts that cater to different time zones to ply
their business is well understood, but they would
have to adhere to Indian norms.

consultancy firm, died one day after returning home from work.
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TP URATG Aigar o 19 & gz § A, [0 ¥ U WE WRTERi BH
& forg &1 o3 3§ N, FH A e F T e g W S|

e Her mother believes that this had resulted from exhaustion due to overwork at the
office.
IS A1 BT A1 § T I8 afiss B9 & FRUT YHTH T UROMH 41|

e While the deeper cause would be difficult to ascertain, her parents have spoken publicly
about their daughter informing them about the long hours she faced at work and the
stress she endured from unreasonably close deadlines for reports.

TTAITP e} aoTg PT UdT T HSH TR, IqP ATAI-FUar A Adwife ©u | T8
FaraT & IT@T A8 A I 7 gHY 3R 7919 & TR | Farar, o 39 Ruld & g
S IHa T & HRUT A8 BT USTI

e Moreover, soon after the news of her death broke, at least one former employee has
written or spoken in the public domain regarding the work culture that they
experienced at the same company, which led him to leave.

U S(ATAT, IP! Jog Pt WaR e & qid 916, $U A U TP Ud HHART I
U A SFUT BT T PRI GPTd & IR | T 91 Iraei 1o ¥ 9 91 31, s
PR 38 Big &1 o feram

e lronically, on the website of the firm’'s ‘India Office’ the first entry is a banner declaring
that the company’s purpose is “building a better working world.”

fage1 ug & & vH & ‘HURd Pfay’ F I99ISe W Ugal Ufafd v R ¢, for#
1 1 § 5 Ut $T I § T SgaR SRITIW BT {01 H11~

An American imprint

T® MA@ BIY

e The firm concerned is a so-called multinational.
el W U@ quTeTid agRIgia 2

e This term is somewhat of an oxymoron, reflected in the reality that every multinational
company has a distinct national affiliation, and national governments avidly work to
further the prospects of their own multinationals (MNCs).

TE Vg PO ¢ dP U [aRIUTHIE , Sl 39 aRafa®dr § uRafé giar ¢ b ude
HUH B TP T AT Vsl g1 3, 3R AP WP 301 W &
(MNCs) & fore GuTa-re &Y 9eM & fore IgHar | &9 Hedt 8
e Thus, when United States President Bill Clinton visited India in 2000, where he was
mobbed by our parliamentarians in the Lok Sabha, he had come with a posse of
American CEOs seeking opportunities.
Y UPR, 9q G 7 MRDT & qgufar fae fadied = 2000 # wra 1 T fama,
SIgT 38 AeaHT § gHR Hive! gRT 9 forar wan, 3 smfvet Wi & v ayg F 91y
TR DI qar F MY A
e Most of the world’'s multinationals are American.

g 3t siftre i g ufar sl &1
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e This explains their work culture, the essential part of which is an emphasis on long
hours apart from the relentless pressure to fulfill stringent targets, whether of sales or,
in the case of accounting/consultancy firms, commissioned reports for clients ranging
from for-profit firms to governments.

TE 375 B TEPTA P WY ST 8, NRIBT TP ATaThd HIT a THY W SR ST,
3P AT HSR A&l B [RT H & fore fFARaR gara 8, 918 a8 st srg a,
AGH/RTA HUfal S ATHA H, AT & T Bl § AP RPN Fgel & g
FHIRAE B 75 R |

e It is useful to understand the provenance of the work culture found in multinationals.
TGP HUfTal # UTE 9 aret SR Tpia $1 Igd D1 THFAT SUIRN 3|

e With the collapse of the Soviet Union, the U.S. came to have an outsized influence on
global affairs, and its economic architecture, including the work culture, came to be
seen as the gold standard.

Hifad W9 & g & 1Y, MRS BT IS Aol R TF 991 99d UST, 3R gaDt
e\, forad ot wepfa ot =nfira 8, & waul a9 & U & a1 9= @)
e From accounting practices to what is considered normal when it comes to hours of
work, ‘the American way’ became the norm.
AGH YT A AB 9 BTH F °el Bt a1 3Tl §, 'SHARD adT S 9 T[T
e Now, the culture of the multinationals came to possess the cachet of being of
American origin even if the company itself may not be.
39, SEIPIT HUFEl B WP DI MRS T g1 BT 0T frem, wat § Hu-it wd
AT 7
e This culture has a history.
39 Awpd 1 U 3faer B
e The German sociologist, Max Weber, showed how the reformation of Christianity in
northern Europe altered the view of work.

S TSR, A9 3R, A e P ST Ru A STE i P guRASM P
TR P e

e Protestantism, especially Calvinism, doctrinally supported worldly activities dedicated
to economic gain, seeing them as endowed with a moral and spiritual significance that
was equal to working for the Church, which Catholicism had privileged.

Hiewfewd, faviy wu & Sfeafew, snfdfes ary & fore wafta wiarie nfafafray o1
Rigror Fu | THdT Far U1, I FAREMR & 1 & o537 & 6 Afos 3R
ATEATAS A & U A @1 Srar o1, ot wuiferRres 3 faiwan & 4

e Weber identified the protestant ethic as a driver of early capitalism.
AR 7 Hiewe Afadwar ot URFU® Yeitarg &1 9ed Tl

e As America was founded by northern Europeans intent on establishing a community
based on Protestant beliefs, it is not difficult to see where the glorification of work
that came to define the American way of life came from.
Y SARBT BT RITAT ITRI GRITUAT gRT e e Ay W e U aygr
RITUT B & RIS | DI TS A, g @1 B g1 & {6 & 31 afgar s @it
SiaRrelt o afvHTfia St 3, B9l 9 oS

e \Weber relies on the writings of the American thinker, Benjamin Franklin, to make his
case.
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AT U ATHA B! RITIT P31 P v sl foare, Snfeq hefer &t wa-mai
R R & 2

e The point of all this is to see that the work culture at MNCs is not based on
ergonomics or organizational psychology but is actually of religious extraction.

39 T9PT UR T8 & fF MNCs T o1 Iepfa T a1 e -TeTs aaifag- R
SrYTiYd 81 8, 9fep g araa § urfife Safy #1 81

A Country Comparison of Work, Productivity

BT, SAUTGHAT Dt ¢ AT

e For the economist, it remains pertinent to ask where the American obsession with work
has got Americans.
SR & foTe, U8 Y1 URifies § for smffaral &1 & & ufd erawneg 3 Fgl ugar g
e | shall base my investigation on data issued by the International Labour Organisation.
H U S Y SARRTEIT H WS GRT SR bS] TR ST B |
e If we were to make a global comparison of national per capita incomes, a standard
measure of the standard of living of a population, we would find that hard work has got
the U.S. quite far for sure but not as far as others without the same approach to work.

e gd wfa afe o &1 afyyes ga-1 &3, S b e SFe & Siifa® W &
AFS A g, O g0 U1 fh H3t Ag=Td 2 SARST B HTW gr Ugdrl §, Afch 3= ¢=M
&t g § gl |

e [n 2023, the U.S. was the 12th globally in terms of GNP per capita.
2023 ¥, 3R ufcreafad GNP & A § g & 124t o1l

e If we take Guyana out of this list — it was only barely ahead — 10 countries were ahead
of the U.S.
gfe 59 39 Q! I @M &I §el ¢ — I DHad ATST ST AT — dl 10 ST ARSI 3 U

e These were Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Ireland, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway,
Singapore, Sweden and Switzerland.
J 1 3 SHfea, Afedran, SuTh, maRds, daerHa, Higrds, ATa, RiTgR, wWis,
IR fEeoRds |

e Note that apart from a tiny Asian country, the rest of the list is exclusively of western
European countries.
oI 3 o5 U B TRATE 3 3 Sigaw, Tt & arat wf <w1 faviy &0 @ ufedft grida
ATl

e There is, though, an aspect of the comparison just made that needs mentioning.
gTaifes, 31ft o1 718 g BT T U ST g

e As productivity measures are based on value, the country that makes more valuable
goods would tend to rank higher even if its physical productivity is not higher across all
goods.

Jfo SeaTgdHdT B HIY Yoo TR SHYTRA §1d §, U off &R AP YeIaH ¥l ST §, I8
I Y TR 3T Y&l §, ¥ 81 39! ARINSG Iaurgsmar it awdl o 31fde T 811
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e So as to avoid relying on a comparison of value-based productivity levels alone, we may
compare how the value-based productivity measure grows over time across countries.
ST, Had Yed- TR ITGH AT TR B ga- IR R 767 599 & g, g7 3@
Tahd § fob Hea-SMMeTfid Seurgerar &1 119 RN H HHY & |1y $4 dedl g

e When we do this for the period of half a century from 1970, we find that U.S. GNP per
capita has grown faster than only Switzerland'’s, and that too marginally (paucity of data
meant that Austria and Singapore had to be excluded from the exercise).

e §H 1970 ¥ AHX UHTH ATd & 39 $IA H TH B 6, 1 68 UId & 1 SHRDT BT
ufdoafa GNP Had fRIceRaAs T & Sed] a1, 3R a8 +ft disT|

e So, we find that neither is the population of the U.S. the richest in the world nor is its
productivity growth faster.

@, TI U § b ST 31 9@ 7 @ g1 & Jad o=t § 9iR 7 81 SU! Icurgadn
CIGER

e A further assessment of the economic value of hard work is conveyed by the following
indicator.
TS UgTd & AIF T F1 TH 3R 3o HufaRad Joad gRT 9 [hd1 T 8

e In the above sample, except for Singapore, the average hours worked per person in a
year were lower than that in the U.S. in every other country listed above.
SR AU T A & RiR &1 Sisa, Ufa sAfad aiftfe &1 g smRer 3§ $9 3|

e So, we can see that it is possible to get richer than the U.S. even when working less.
d, 89 3T Thd ¢ [ 7 B Bd gU +f ekt ¥ wq ST IHa B

e There appears to be a difference between working, a creative mental and physical
engagement, and just labouring, as defined by hours worked.

U1 AT @ T BTH B, Sl Teh ITa-THD HARID 3R ARG Gaud 8, 3R bad 4H
B3, o Bt vt gry uRnid foear T g, & o SR |

e However, talk of national cultures glorifying work can go only this far in accounting for
the long hours allegedly worked by employees of multinationals, such as the employee
who died.
gTcilich, AT HEpfadl § HTH P! ARHAMHIST HA BI 91d Hdd 39 8¢ AP o] AL R
S & HHARG! gRT B IR TR S BT 7T 6 T & JHS Tl 5, oY o Ja
SHHAR |

e As observed by Karl Marx a 150 years ago, the length of the working day is a factor
determining profits under capitalism.

BTl 7T 4 150 99 Ugd @ o1 {6 S0 & A &1 da1g Yoilarg & ded ary Fuffa
$HR- aTel TP HRD g |

e When only a part of a day’s labour by the worker is needed to pay for their maintenance
by way of the wage, the rest accrues to the capitalist as profit.

S Had f&d BT 9 BT T ox01 Aeigl & GRT 30 IWIWIG & 7T SHTTRID BIdll 6, al
1! geitufa & fore @y & U & 51 g1l 6|

e As competition among capitalists lowers the rate of profit, capitalists strive to recoup
profits by increasing the length of the working day or getting workers to do more and
more faster.

S-S Genufadt & st ufaeauf ey &t e & HH FHRA 8, Yonufa d1 P T F dars
FEIHR 1 4D DI el HUH HRA & o TARRAT 81d & |
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e For consulting firms such as the one in question, the latter would mean producing more
reports in less and less time.
S 5 59 9T & HeTgdR WHT & Y, SHST Hadd 51 [ &9 wHg | 31 frard
ST

e An add-on to foreign investment
faa=h fawr &1 T fewa

e Itis useful to remember that the work culture allegedly existing at the firm was not
always present in India.

T8 ITe 3@ IuArh B b v & o1 F Tepfa ot HRId IR W AIN[E 8, 98 g9 WRd §
BRI

e |t came along with the foreign investment that was courted as part of the liberalising
reforms of 1991.
I8 1991 & IGRATG JURT &1 3w a-1d gu fag=h fa=r & @y smani

e Foreign investment was seen as a route to raising capital formation and bringing along
global best practices in management.

fad=h frawr =1 it fmfor sgm ofk weem o Ay waas guteh o & g T arl &
=0 H <1 T

e As for the promised global best practices, the incident involving the Pune firm is at least
one data point by which to gauge outcomes.

oTgi e ufas $t 1 Afe FdAy yuredt 1 Jard 3, g0t & BH J Geifdrd g afomat
1 HITH & o U SeT uige &1

e Whatever may be the actual benefits for India of having kept an open house for them,
the multinationals seem to have done quite well for themselves since.

I foTT AT SRATSIT X8 & AR ATHl F Dis Bb Tal Usdl, Hee MRS HUHal §
a9 ¥ oo fog ereat fovan &

e It has been reported that during 2017-22, the '‘Big Four’ among the global consulting
firms bagged the maximum amount of fees for their services in India.

2017-22 & SR dfYP FaATgPR BAl & foT BR 7 YRd § 30 Aaraif & forw sifdrpan
B U & |

e However, whether the cultural ethos that many within the industry might find
overbearing should be allowed to fester in the workforce remains an open question.
BTciiTab, T SEIRT b B3 NIl D! AP T aTell WIPFd Pl Prieel H e B srgAfd
3 S =R, U8 U gar Hard o1 gaf ¢ |

e To sum up, there seems to be no shortage of will to work hard among employees of
multinational firms in India.

&g H HRd H A T BHl & HHATRY! & a1 Bal Agd B B 50T B g
HHI el fars &t

e However, it is debatable whether this has made the workplace, as is suggested in the
wake of the Pune incident, a better place to be in.

BT, IT T69 BI [ § [ 1 38 SRR B, ST b YUt &1 g1 & a1 gord e
T G, AR RIF ST §
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Tackle the issue of adjournments, case pendency

recently said that the culture of judicial

adjournments should go. She highlighted
this while speaking at the valedictory session of
the two-day National Conference of District
Judiciary, organised by the Supreme Court of
India, in New Delhi in September. She further
said that the poor and the rural population suffer
injustice silently rather than going to the courts
out of a fear of the delay in getting the cases
resolved.

The concern raised by the President is
genuine. And it needs to be addressed at the
earliest with a viable solution.

Under British rule and after Independence,
civil courts dealt with all kinds of civil issues by
following the Code of Civil Procedure. Another is
criminal courts to deal with criminal cases under
the Criminal Procedure Code. Besides them, the
Supreme Court and High Courts deal with
constitutional cases by issuing writs under the
Constitution and Appellate powers. These courts
are still functioning.

T he President of India, Droupadi Murmu,

Reasons for the lag

With an aim to reduce the burden of pendency
on civil courts, the tribunal system was
introduced through the 42nd Constitutional
Amendment Act, 1976 to deal with specialised
subjects. Likewise, special laws were enacted
with specialised forums or courts. Most of these
statutes prescribe a time-line for adjudication of
the cases. Sometimes, to end the public outcry —
as it happened during the distressing case of a
rape and murder of a woman doctor in Kolkata —
provision is made to decide a case in a fixed and
time-bound manner. But hardly any of the cases
meet the time-line fixed by the statute. The major
reasons include the judge-population ratio. As in
2024, in the Law Minister’s reply in the Lok
Sabha, there are 21 judges per million population
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The concern
that the
President of
India expressed
on the subject is
valid, but there
are major
reasons

for the rise

against the recommendations of the 120th report
of the Law Commission of India of having 50
judges per million population. The second is
because of not filling vacant posts of judges in a
time-bound manner. The third is about giving one
judge the additional charge of two or more
courts, even in the so-called specialised courts
that are created in haste in order to control public
outcry. The fourth is in enacting pieces of
legislation without prior judicial-impact
assessment, and the fifth is the inordinate delay
in bringing witnesses to courts.

Judge numbers

On the issue of pendency in High Courts, against
the sanctioned strength of 1,114 judges (as on
December 31, 2023), which itself is much less
when compared to the population and number of
cases being filed, the present strength of judges is
770 (as on October 30, 2024), or 30% of
vacancies. Besides dealing with writ matters, as
prescribed by the Constitution, almost every
piece of legislation confers appeal, revision,
transfer, quash, bail, contempt and other
miscellaneous powers upon High Courts. In 2021,
six specialised tribunals were abolished and their
functions conferred on High Courts. Thus, all this
is resulting in a huge backlog of cases in High
Courts. On an average, it takes between six to
seven years for a case to be decided in a High
Court.

So far as the Supreme Court is concerned,
though it is functioning with almost a full
sanctioned strength of 34 judges, there are nearly
two dozen statutes which provide for direct
appeal to the Supreme Court, besides it
exercising writ and appeal powers. Almost every
decision, mostly against orders of the High Courts
in north India, is challenged before the Supreme
Court, under Article 136, resulting in huge case
pendency.

All judges, right from the district judiciary to
the Supreme Court, are working overtime to meet
the huge pendency demand. For example, a
magistrate in a criminal court has to do regular
call work, take cognisance of fresh cases, conduct
a trial, pass judgments, deal with arrests
(remand), private complaints, bails, also record
dying declarations, and carry out other
miscellaneous works. If he is given additional
charge of another court, there is the work of that
court to be done as well. Thus, dealing with so
much varied work and with almost 100 cases in a
day may cause great mental stress to the judge.
Thus he may not be able to concentrate while
writing judgments, which will lead to errors. This
could be a reason for further challenge and delay.

Some suggestions

“Mediation” is seen as an alternative mechanism,
where both parties have to give their consent to
resolve disputes amicably, but given the mindset
of even one party to the dispute to fight a court
battle, it is high time that the recommendation of
the Justice M. Jagannadha Rao Committee, which
proposed “judicial impact assessment” of every
legislation, is implemented. The committee had
suggested that every Bill should estimate the
expenses of additional cases that may arise out of
a new Bill and mention the number of civil and
criminal cases likely to arise out of the new Bill,
the number of courts, judges and staff that are
necessary, and the infrastructure. The
committee’s report was commended even by the
Supreme Court in Salem Advocate Bar Association
(1) vs Union of India (2005). Besides that, the
High Court and State government concerned
should collaborate to start the process of filling
up the proposed vacancy in the district judiciary,
six months in advance. Also, no additional charge
should be conferred on a judge, thereby allowing
him to concentrate on the cases in his own court.

Tackle the issue of adjournments, case pendency

A R ATHA BT UST & Ye, DI ST BT

The President of India, Droupadi Murmu, recently said that the

culture of judicial adjournments should go.

YR @1 1gufd, Eradl 99 1 g1 &1 4 Pt (% i it #1
TP fd JHTW gt A1ieT|
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She highlighted this while speaking at the valedictory session of the two-day National
Conference of District Judiciary, organised by the Supreme Court of India, in New Delhi
in September.

3eH 78 a1d Rider 7 71§ Reeht & urda wita #1¢ gr smaiferd < feawia frar
AT Bt AT T D JHIOT 931 H Bl |

She further said that the poor and the rural population suffer injustice silently rather than
going to the courts out of a fear of the delay in getting the cases resolved.

I 3 Fal fb T 3R urftor SHiReaT gueEmg 3T ST QAT Sl 6, SO 39
o5 3 ararerdl & WITE i 3¢ ATHal & & BIF & 38 &I SR BIeT 3

The concern raised by the President is genuine.

JIyUfd gRT I3 T fRiar arRafds g

And it needs to be addressed at the earliest with a viable solution.

3R Y TP TGRS FHIYH P 1Y M 51 FeIfId B D1 SHTTIDl ¢ |

Under British rule and after Independence, civil courts dealt with all kinds of civil
issues by following the Code of Civil Procedure.

fafesr 3o oIk wad=ar & are, AMiYe ey 3 AT itk Jdfgar &1 aa $Rd gu
9t UPR & AFR® ge| ! e

Another is criminal courts to deal with criminal cases under the Criminal Procedure
Code.

?%WW,@WWW%WWWQW
|

Besides them, the Supreme Court and High Courts deal with constitutional cases by
issuing writs under the Constitution and Appellate powers.

S ST, G I 3R I TATay YU Al &1 e & dgd farvrad st
BRP 3R 3ftiiet Wfkral & Areay A FHued g

These courts are still functioning.

3 ey 3 off HreRkd

Reasons for the lag
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With an aim to reduce the burden of pendency on civil courts, the tribunal system was
introduced through the 42nd Constitutional Amendment Act, 1976 to deal with
specialised subjects.

AT rTerdl IR USH! &1 digl HH B & I3 I, 1976 H 424 Hiau™ H=nu=
Jffraw & e 3 fO=i vt &t durem & forg fesgmra ol 0w 1 715

Likewise, special laws were enacted with specialised forums or courts.

3 UHR, AR FHI 91E T o Ry WIRY a1 = nidd B

Most of these statutes prescribe a time-line for adjudication of the cases.

0§ 31 BT Al & Fuer & forg gwg-dr fHuifva wa g1

Sometimes, to end the public outcry — as it happened during the distressing case of a
rape and murder of a woman doctor in Kolkata — provision is made to decide a case in a
fixed and time-bound manner.
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But hardly any of the cases meet the time-line fixed by the statute.

AT Igd HH A 39 THI-YHT &1 I Hd & off I gR1 (HufiRd &1 718 8|

The major reasons include the judge-population ratio.

T RO H ATaTef=r-S=RiReT 3urd e g

As in 2024, in the Law Minister’s reply in the Lok Sabha, there are 21 judges per million
population against the recommendations of the 120th report of the Law
Commission of India of having 50 judges per million population.

2024 § AHIUT H ST B & IR & SIUR, Ui 10 ARG S9@1 IR 21 IrAehi=r g,
S YRA & BT START DT 1200 RUIE o1 Ryweriear ot i ufr 10 aRg SH=Re WR 50
YT g 1T

The second is because of not filling vacant posts of judges in a time-bound manner.
ORI BRI TG © [ Araneienl & @rell ugl &l THIaG a9 ol W1 T 5|

The third is about giving one judge the additional charge of two or more courts,
even in the so-called specialised courts that are created in haste in order to control
public outcry.

R T8 R fob we graneliwr 1 &) 31 =marerdl o1 Sifafed WHR fa ST §, gl de
%gaw@aﬁﬁwmmmﬁﬁﬁﬁw%?ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁamﬁ%ﬁmﬁﬁw
el

The fourth is in enacting pieces of legislation without prior judicial-impact
assessment.

AT RO I8 © fob o1 gd =anfep-wuTa e & faurh gael &t ar fasar o g

The fifth is the inordinate delay in bringing witnesses to courts.

3R UiTrat RUT TaT8! &l AaTadl #§ o4 H i 331 g

Judge numbers
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On the issue of pendency in High Courts, against the sanctioned strength of 1,114
judges (as on December 31, 2023), which itself is much less when compared to the
population and number of cases being filed, the present strength of judges is 770 (as on
October 30, 2024), or 30% of vacancies.

I el | USH & g W, 1,114 <<= &1 Wigpd 9@ (31 faaR 2023 &) &
TS, Sff SFEREAT 3R GRR fT 7T Arat o) WRe &t g1 H 9gd &4 &, aad o
raTefi=i T TRSAT 770 T (30 TR 2024 H), T 30% R U & |

Besides dealing with writ matters, as prescribed by the Constitution, almost every piece
of legislation confers appeal, revision, transfer, quash, bail, contempt and other
miscellaneous powers upon High Courts.

Ty gRT Futfed fve Amat & Sfamar, TTHT &R ST Srdid, HRIeH, SRl
QNS T, ST 3R 3 fafay =ifeaal &) S <araradl R an] ol g
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e In 2021, six specialised tribunals were abolished and their functions conferred on High
Courts.
2021 ¥ 38 faR Roegma T o U 77U 3R 3 H1f &1 I =arradl &1 |7 747 |

e Thus, all this is resulting in a huge backlog of cases in High Courts.
U UPR, 37 91t &1 U0 I =Arrerdl § HIH & f9md seaiT 3 81 36T 6

e On an average, it takes between six to seven years for a case to be decided in a
High Court.
3T, T A o1 FAofa g 1 3= =amarer § B8 | 91d 99 O & |

e So far as the Supreme Court is concerned, though it is functioning with almost a full
sanctioned strength of 34 judges, there are nearly two dozen statutes which provide
for direct appeal to the Supreme Court, besides it exercising writ and appeal powers.

el dd U P &1 Yo g, STl T8 TTHT 34 <ATATE=N 1 Ul Wipd I & Wiy
HIRIRA ©, 81 AT &l gol B & ol U1 G B | 3UTd &1 UTae™ axd g, 39
3farar g e SR srdita wifaat &1 v off e g

e Almost every decision, mostly against orders of the High Courts in north India, is
challenged before the Supreme Court, under Article 136, resulting in huge case
pendency.

T R FA0fg, TRerd: FR HIRG & S <rTerd) & MRl & RIaT, Sredg 136 &
T8 GUH DI & A & 9l &, Fored Arel &1 st dsd gl gl

e All judges, right from the district judiciary to the Supreme Court, are working overtime
to meet the huge pendency demand.

e =roferesT T AR G S1E do gt <rardier saversH »H o 38 ¢ difd o
S 3t 9T &1 Q1 fovert ST b |

e For example, a magistrate in a criminal court has to do regular call work, take
cognisance of fresh cases, conduct a trial, pass judgments, deal with arrests
(remand), private complaints, bails, also record dying declarations, and carry out
other miscellaneous works.
I2TERU & o, T SMURITRIP ey # Afvree &) Fafiid &1d &1 &1 g1d1 8, T
A BT G A1 BIdT 8, <A godrs o1, Fofg ¢ AR (is) @ gefta
BT FHx1, ol RIGId! BT USRI 31, STHIG o1, T 81 ARt §5 Tvonsfi &1 Rabis
FAT 3R 37 fafdy Hrf 1 gran 3

e If he is given additional charge of another court, there is the work of that court to be
done as well.

e Y g AraTed &1 Sifafvad THTR foar Sirar g, df S g &1 S Ht &A1 g
gl

e Thus, dealing with so much varied work and with almost 100 cases in a day may cause
great mental stress to the judge.

Y UPR, 3a-! [AfAYUar I WX BT 3R TIHT 100 ATHEA! & I e T ranehier &
AP 9919 81 IhdaT g

e Thus he may not be able to concentrate while writing judgments, which will lead to
errors.
U UPR, 98 0 ferad IHg Tty 181 g1 urd, fored gfeai 8 9w €|

e This could be a reason for further challenge and delay.
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Some suggestions

PO Y

e “Mediation” is seen as an alternative mechanism, where both parties have to give
their consent to resolve disputes amicably, but given the mindset of even one party to
the dispute to fight a court battle, it is high time that the recommendation of the Justice
M. Jagannadha Rao Committee, which proposed “judicial impact assessment” of
every legislation, is implemented.

"WYRIAT H! TP Jb (el o b =T H T ST 8, ST <1 uell ! faaret ol Fegregut
ST A B & T U1 WeHfdl & Bichl ©, Aol o1d Udb U8l BT ARl Sarad |
SIS B I gl o, 99 I8 3= IHY | % arayfd v, sy Irq affa o R,
S R B &7 =TS WHTT 3TheT” URaTiad fodl, A &l S|

e The committee had suggested that every Bill should estimate the expenses of
additional cases that may arise out of a new Bill and mention the number of civil
and criminal cases likely to arise out of the new Bill, the number of courts, judges
and staff that are necessary, and the infrastructure.

I 3 gama foan o1 i &= foe ) e foe @ Iaow g1 a1 sifafvad Amal & =g o
3{THT T A1feT 3R Y f9d ¥ S 811 aTal AR 3R TR YIS ATHE &1 I,
HTIRIH AT, T SR Wh &1 W= 3R SMURYF ST BT I ST dTgy |
e The committee’s report was commended even by the Supreme Court in Salem
Advocate Bar Association (I1) vs Union of India (2005).
IHAfT Pt RUK 3 i HIE gR1 T Tq9 g ia IR 1Y (1) TH HIRd 6 (2005)
RNERIRN
e Besides that, the High Court and State government concerned should collaborate to start
the process of ,

3P 3], HSd 3= ATy 3R I IRPR P e arguiferesT & vRanfad Rigaar &
R B UishaT L B & (oL B8 A Ugel HgdIvT 1 A1Mg T

e Also, no additional charge should be conferred on a judge, thereby allowing him to
concentrate on the cases in his own court.

g% 3farar, fondt =manehwr &) sifaf¥ad yHR =8t Iiur s =gy, S 98 3ium =amaray
& HTHA R & dhigd B TP |
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Sun signs

States should prepare to assist the
vulnerable during extreme heat events

olicy decisions that are clairvoyant are

most likely to serve well, and for long. A

clairvoyance that comes from reading the
signs today and now, can save lives, and make liv-
ing better. Tamil Nadu’s move to declare heatas a
State-specific disaster, rendering people so affect-
ed eligible for assistance from the State, is un-
equivocally a beacon shining in a country where
environmental degradation goes together with
unplanned cities, poverty, and limited access to
shelter and health care. The World Meteorologi-
cal Organization declared that 2023 was the hot-
test year on record. A study on ‘Deadly heat
waves projected in the densely populated agri-
cultural regions of South Asia’ portends that the
most intense hazard from extreme future heat-
waves will be concentrated around the densely
populated agricultural regions of the Ganges and
Indus basins. It is critical that the human body re-
mains at the optimal temperature of 37° Celsius:
living in temperatures that constantly and consis-
tently exceed this limit can cause immeasurable
stress and the breakdown of bodily functions, im-
pact vital organs, and lead to death in vulnerable
populations. Tamil Nadu’s move is a laudable re-
cognition of the inevitability of extreme weather
events affecting people’s health even as it pre-
pares to address issues arising out of extreme
heat events. The government order says many
parts of Tamil Nadu have consistently recorded
temperatures above 40° C during the summer of
2024, acknowledging that heatwaves are emerg-
ing as a threat affecting the day-to-day life of the
elderly, children, those with prior illnesses, co-
morbidities and those who work in open environ-
ments. Tamil Nadu’s vulnerability is exacerbated
by its long coastline where humidity goes up dur-
ing summer, giving rise to the peculiar wet-bulb
temperature phenomenon. The World Economic
Forum has warned that global warming is on
track to reach a ‘wet-bulb temperature’ level of
35° C, where humans can no longer regulate safe
body temperature through sweating.

While mechanisms must be alerted to mitigate
the effects of global warming at the local, regional
and national levels, it is also sagacious to prepare
during the interim. The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment’s move to provide relief to the victims of
heatwave under the State Disaster Response
Fund will feature a comprehensive range of activ-
ities, including ex gratia payment to families of
those who died of heat-related conditions; provi-
sion for medical care, and drinking water, includ-
ing supply of ORS packets, and rescheduling
working hours, will make the State and its most
vulnerable at least prepared for the worst. Other
States would do well to be inspired by this model.

Ganges and Indus basins.
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States should prepare to assist
the vulnerable during extreme
heat events

Il B TRH TH Bt el &
SR HHSIR TN &1 AgTdT
H1 P 1T TR 5T A1

Policy decisions that are clairvoyant are
most likely to serve well, and for long.

g Hifava fFofa da 999 a@ srest
ufumH 39 B FHEET @

e A clairvoyance that comes from reading the signs
today and now can save lives and make living better.

3TeT 3R 3t & bl Bl U | YT UGl Sita-
A1 Gl § AR Siia Pl SgaR 1 Gobell o

e Tamil Nadu’'s move to declare heat as a State-
specific disaster, rendering people so affected
eligible for assistance from the State, is a beacon in
a country where environmental degradation goes
together with unplanned cities, poverty, and limited
access to shelter and health care.

aftramTg o1 B Isa-fAfk snuer 9ifta s
BT HgH, THIIT AT 1 o8 J g & fore g
ST B, T U X1 H YHTRRGY B ST waiavuiiy &Ror
AT TERY, TR SR ST Td TR T@HTA
o1 Hiftrd uga & WY g

e The World Meteorological Organization declared
that 2023 was the hottest year on record.

fay W TS A 9vun &1 fF 2023 39 TP BT HIQ
T aef o

e A study on '‘Deadly heat waves projected in the
densely populated agricultural regions of South Asia’
portends that the most intense hazard from extreme
future heatwaves will be concentrated around the
densely populated agricultural regions of the
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e ltis critical that the human body remains at the optimal temperature of 37° Celsius:
living in temperatures that constantly and consistently exceed this limit can cause stress
and breakdown of bodily functions, impact vital organs, and lead to death in
vulnerable populations.

TE Hew Ul ¢ fb A1d IRR &7 a1 37° AR W &1 38; 39 W1 &) R
IR IR Y & UR AT 9919 3R ARG STt BT ge1, Hgayul 3T W) JUId
STAT 3R FHSIR @ § g T SR I Jhell %T."

e Tamil Nadu’s move is a laudable recognition of the inevitability of extreme weather
events affecting people’s health even as it prepares to address issues arising out of
extreme heat events.

ARG BT HeH TR TIH S geT3il & AN & WA TR GHTT Pt (uRgrdar &
AT 31 $T TS YRIH1G I&16<0I 3

e The government order says many parts of Tamil Nadu have consistently recorded
temperatures above 40° C during the summer of 2024, acknowledging that heatwaves
are emerging as a threat affecting the elderly, children, and those with prior illnesses.

W%amﬁww%%a&lm%ﬁm%zouaﬁnﬁﬁﬁmw
¢ X 3if¥e ATUHE ol 5T 8, U8 WIPR $Ra g¢ % geda g, =i, gd Jiwfeal
T @i & fe-ufafes & sftaw &t gunfaa &= 38 €1

e Tamil Nadu's vulnerability is exacerbated by its long coastline where humidity goes up
during summer, giving rise to the peculiar wet-bulb temperature phenomenon.

aftrerTg Ft mmwwmmﬁmm%wﬁﬁmm
STl 8, S iieft Sea aTeH e AT o1 SR 41 &

e The World Economic Forum has warned that global warming is on track to reach a
‘wet-bulb temperature’ level of 35° C, where humans can no longer regulate safe
body temperature through sweating.

fay snfifer v = Jarah < B o 3fyes qTomE Fga 31 1 35° € F A Ied AToER TR
% Ugd- &1 §, SIg] ATFG U & [y § R IR & a9qH &1 Fafd 98 ax
Fehd 1*

e While mechanisms must be alerted to mitigate the effects of global warming at the
local, regional, and national levels, it is also wise to prepare during the interim.

R, &t 3R It 'R 1R e aa 987 & gUTa B $H w1 & e dF B
O[T TG AR, a9 Siafed & durt &= off gfgwr 31

e The Tamil Nadu government’'s move to provide relief to the victims of heatwave
under the State Disaster Response Fund will feature a range of activities, including ex
gratia payment to families of those who died of heat-related conditions; provision
for medical care, drinking water, including ORS packets, and rescheduling working
hours, will make the State and its most vulnerable at least prepared for the worst.
AT IRPR FT gledd & Nigdl I I ueT ufafrar #Iv & agd Wed UeH
P BT HeH TP ATID TATA] B YGer o AHa S, foraw gie 9 Jafta
@fﬁlﬁﬁﬁ@?ﬁ"ﬁ%ﬁﬂﬂﬁex gratia ‘H’lﬁﬁ;maﬁ*ﬂﬁ, gerd, forTd
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e Other States would do well to be inspired by this model.
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The politics of data-based policymaking

ow should India
approach data
collection and
statistics for the next
five years? Measures and datasets
tell the stories of a country’s
growth and are important to
citizens, policymakers, and the
international audience. In the last
few years, the accuracy and
quality of India’s statistical
systems have been questioned.
Economists and policymakers
have lamented the “decade
without data” since the Census has
not been conducted and the
release of National Sample Survey
(NSS) data faced delays. They have
advocated for more independence
and neutrality in data collection,
interpretation, and release.

Are numbers objective?
However, simply championing
values like independence and
neutrality overlooks the
contextual and political nature of
statistics. We need to recognise
that the construction of public
statistics is informed by political
commitments that must be aired
and critiqued for good
policymaking. Unless the politics
are transparent, the statistics will
not be as useful as they could be.
Statistics, first and foremost,
are attempts at numerical
representations of complex social
experiences. Choices about what
to count are simultaneously
choices about what not to count.
Consider welfare policies such as
the financial inclusion scheme, Jan
Dhan Yojana. India broke the
Guinness World Record in 2014 for
opening the maximum number of
bank accounts in a week. At what
cost was such speed achieved? A
leader of an activist group based in
Hyderabad explained that a bank
had set up camps in Adivasi
villages of Andhra Pradesh, hastily
opened accounts for citizens, and
left. “Accounts were opened but
people did not know details about
their accounts, and were never
given passbooks,” he said.
Although direct benefits transfers
were being sent to those accounts,
they were inaccessible. Cases of
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Simply
championing
values like
independence
and neutrality
overlooks the
contextual and
political nature
of statistics

the poor being unable to access
their bank accounts and welfare
subsidies due to illiteracy,
documentation issues, and
harassment are plentiful despite
the statistical narrative that
numbers of bank accounts are
rising. In another example, the
kilogrammes of foodgrains
distributed under the Pradhan
Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana are
widely shown across billboards.
The Global Hunger Report of 2023
records that India’s ranking had
slipped from 55th in 2014 to 111th
in 2023. Fixating on the number of
bank accounts and kilogrammes
of foodgrains distributed as
metrics of state success can
conceal the darker story of limited
banking access and poor nutrition.

Second, meeting statistical
targets should not be confused
with the achievement of
development objectives. This is an
issue across multilateral
institutions, but India must take a
more nuanced approach. Consider
the eShram unorganised workers’
database, set up by the Ministry of
Labour and Employment after the
COVID-19 pandemic to collect data
on migrant workers. A Common
Service Centre operative in
Gurugram explained how the
database relies on self-declaration,
and that many who were not
eligible for the workers’ database,
such as housewives, teachers, and
farmers, had signed up in the
hope of future benefits. While
eShram has rapidly met enrolment
targets and been extolled as
successful, the emphasis on data
obscures whether eShram is
reaching its target population.
Documenting anecdotes,
conducting audits, and collecting
citizens’ experiential feedback is
crucial to making good
development policy.

Third, scrutinising data is
tougher with the digitisation of
governance. For most of the 20th
century, socioeconomic
data-gathering in India was the
work of public institutions
including the National Sample
Survey Organisation and the
Central Statistical Office, which

had robust details on research
methods. With Aadhaar, the state
has more data on citizens than
ever before. Despite the
possibility of anonymizing and
aggregating for privacy protection,
it has become more difficult for
citizens and researchers to access
this data. Most eGovernance data
is stored in State Data Centres
accessed by government divisions
and their private partners, and
data is irregularly published
online. On the flipside, data
collected through payment apps
such as Google Pay and PhonePe
are used by FinTech start-ups to
create financial products to sell to
citizens. Data collected on citizens
is not available to citizens or
journalists to hold institutions
accountable; only government and
private actors have access.

Strengthening data systems
What are the implications of this
politics of data, and how can we
strengthen our data systems?
Without denigrating
quantification, we can create data
systems to be more
citizen-serving. A first step
involves changing our orientation
from asking whether we have the
“right” data or technical methods
to asking what kind of data are
most useful for citizens’
well-being. For instance, while the
statistics on the number of newly
opened bank accounts are likely to
be correct, it may be useful to
measure the proportion of poor
who access their bank accounts.
Second, digitally collected data
should not exclusively be designed
for the use of the government and
start-ups. It is vital to set up
porous institutional structures that
give civil society a voice in
designing data infrastructure.
Third, policymakers need to
expand their views of data
collection from a mere technical
exercise to a social and political
undertaking that would benefit
from the inputs of social scientists,
citizens and activists. Ultimately,
statistics ought to serve citizens;
citizens should not serve the
achievement of statistical targets.
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The politics of data-based policymaking

Scr-3muTia ifa At & e

How should India approach data collection and statistics for the
next five years? Measures and datasets tell the stories of a
country’s growth and are important to citizens, policymakers,
and the international audience.

3T UTd quT & foIT HRd &1 ST TUE ofiX sl & ufd 5 avg
¥ TP AT IR ATUdS 3R SR T N 3 faprg ot
HET gaTd 3 3R AFTR®T, fe Fafarsit siv srrigia oxfel &

forg wgqut B

e In recent years, the accuracy and quality of India’s statistical systems have been
questioned. Economists and policymakers have lamented the “decade without data”
due to the lack of Census data and delays in National Sample Survey (NSS) releases.
They have advocated for more independence and neutrality in data collection,
interpretation, and release.

Ud & vl § YRd &' FifTP g Fonferay &1 Gdterdr 3R TUrET IR FaTd 31T 1Y
&1 srdenfRral sik Hifa fFmfarai 3 Se1 & A gre R Srmay Sdm § wiife
Wﬁ@é@?g@;mﬁ&m (NSS) 32T &t Rl 8§ & g2 1 I SeT1 uug,
=TT, 3R Refier o TAAAT 3R TERIAT PI IbTed Bl 3|

Are numbers objective?

e Simply championing values like independence and neutrality overlooks the contextual
and political nature of statistics.

e Recognizing that the construction of public statistics is informed by political
commitments is essential for good policymaking.

TGN 3R dERIAT S Hel! b1 HUT 631 Hifaet & Urifiier 3R Ie-ifae wya
H ST FR Il 5| et e fAufor & o g8 Aeayt 3 f ardwife wiferst &
fmfor Irerifae wfdasarst J ORd giar 8|

e Statistics are numerical representations of complex social experiences. Decisions on
what to count also imply decisions on what not to count.

ifre! Sfed Arfore rgyal & JBIes ufafafia ¢ 1 @ = €, ug fAofg o g
<fiTd o § o =1t R 21

e Consider welfare policies such as the Jan Dhan Yojana. India set a Guinness World
Record in 2014 for opening the maximum number of bank accounts in a week.
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S Y AT S8 STy Hifaal R foaR &Y 1 HIRd 3 2014 7 U6 Idg H ifUhdd d&
Wd Gieq & fore e a8 i wifua foran

e A Hyderabad-based activist mentioned how banks had hastily set up accounts in
Adivasi villages in Andhra Pradesh without providing passbooks or account details,
making direct benefit transfers inaccessible to account holders.

U FETEIG AT HRIwal - Fa fos 9 Sb 7 Sfist w1 & mfeardt ial & Segaroh
T 91d Wi, fo1 arage a1 @rdn faavun fau, fored weaef ey Siaror JrardRa| & forg
YT B U

e Cases of the poor being unable to access their bank accounts due to illiteracy,
documentation issues, and harassment are abundant, despite rising statistics on bank
accounts.

TSl & 9% Wrdl a% Ugd - U & A SRS, Sxardeiie o uwe, 3R Sadls
& HRUI dgd S WIdl & 3HS| & qaog A & |

e Another example: while kilograms of food grains distributed under the Pradhan
Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana are displayed on billboards, the Global Hunger Report of
2023 ranked India 111th, a decline from 55th in 2014.

TS 3R IaTGRUL: Tafh FYTAHA TRT HeT0T FISHT & qgd [aard SATe & faram
faasy W Uelid €, 2023 ¥ afy® 1@ Nué & URd 31 3@ 11141 31, < 2014 B
554t ¥ § fiRTae 31

Meeting statistical targets vs. development objectives

giferaa d&al &1 gfd a9 fAeraee Sexa

e Meeting statistical targets should not be confused with achieving development
objectives. For instance, the eShram unorganised workers’ database relies on self-
declaration, leading some ineligible individuals to register for potential future
benefits.
iRk 19 A&l D! UK BT [APTHIH P SE RG] ! U -Tg] AT ST AeT | SaIexul
& o, §-949 SRimfea 4fiep! &1 Sera Tayon | R oar g, foraes ufvumasy
$S A faaal 5 YHTAd UiasT & ATl o forg deiiRor fdar|

e While eShram rapidly met enrolment targets and was praised, focusing on data alone
obscures whether it reached its target population.

S §-4H = ATHIG T d&al o) ot I QT fHaT 3R YT T P, Had Sel WR & dHiad
HRA Y T8 3RV B 911 § b 1 78 U @féra SIie da ugn|

e Documenting anecdotes, conducting audits, and gathering citizen feedback are crucial
for creating effective development policy.
el 1 qrarasiiaRyn, $iifse w3, iR AMR®! @t ufafssar ted s yud faer™
Hifa 57 & o @yl &1

e Third, scrutinising data is tougher with the digitisation of governance. TR, et
I Fi9-RE I F SRredtoro & |y o 8 7 31

e For most of the 20th century, socioeconomic data-gathering in India was the work of
public institutions, including the National Sample Survey Organisation and the Central
Statistical Office, which had robust details on research methods.
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o SHfUBHIR 209 T IFH, YRA H AHEITS-3N1F ST-UUGU T BRI Ao+ TR, o1
o T AT Wdaror Wre ok Feta wifSre sratey, gR1 foar S o, e e
TNY UGl R 31 SHeRT At

e With Aadhaar, the state has more data on citizens than ever before. Despite the
possibility of anonymizing and aggregating for privacy protection, it has become more
difficult for citizens and researchers to access this data.

o SMTYR P Y, IoT & U AN &1 Uga § Y ST g | Tu-1adm JReq & fod Se1 &t
THATH S 3R UHH B DI GHIGT & FTaslg, AR SR AMedhdiel & e 39 ST a®
Ugd 91 3R H34 8 T 8|

e Most eGovernance data is stored in State Data Centres accessed by government
divisions and their private partners, and data is irregularly published online.

o SHIYHIR 3-IMEH STl T ST bl H TIId [T oIl 5, ol TRBRI FAURT 3R 37
fsht yrfieRT GRT TR fasan ST &, SR Sl ifaftd &U & e UHIRId gidl 5

e On the flip side, data collected through payment apps such as Google Pay and PhonePe
are used by FinTech start-ups to create financial products to sell to citizens.

o T 3R, T U 3R BIY o UHe T & W1ed ¥ Udhd scl &1 SUai flhAcd
WIEW gRI fawiia Il &1 M SR AFRET Y s & o faan o 6|

e Data collected on citizens is not available to citizens or journalists to hold institutions
accountable; only government and private actors have access.

o ANR®DI TR THHAT Sl ANTRSD! A1 TAGRI & [T YRIMI &I Jd[6cg 583 od Suasy Tal
2 Pad WHRY AR ol Fral &) & 396 a2

Strengthening data systems SeT yunferal &1 gce da1dT1

e What are the implications of this politics of data, and how can we strengthen our data
systems?
ST & 39 IS & T THE §, 3R 81 37Ut ST Yuferdl o) »d geg &1 Jbd &7
Without denigrating quantification, we can create data systems to be more citizen-
serving.

o URATHGHRU HT UM bt faHT, g0 St yunferdl &1 Are Jd1 & e i srpd a1
THhd gl

e A first step involves changing our orientation from asking whether we have the “right”
data or technical methods to asking what kind of data are most useful for citizens’ well-

being.

o USHl HaH I8 ¢ % &1 U8 U1 @ aoiy S o1 gAR U el ST U1 deies! fafei B,
I8 g & AMIR®! 3t Hals & ot frd U o1 Set wed Iuaift ]l

e For instance, while the statistics on the number of newly opened bank accounts are
likely to be correct, it may be useful to measure the proportion of poor who access their
bank accounts.

o TR & oy, e T ot 9 Wdl &1 WA R Hikegen! T g1 Teball g, TRHal & s
W1l I Uga- o1 SUTd A9 3% Iuanf 8 avdr g |

e Second, digitally collected data should not exclusively be designed for the use of the
government and start-ups.
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o T, fEfTecd U T UHHd 31 &1 Had TRBR 3R WIS & IUANT & fog fEem=
g1 fopa ST AR

e |tis vital to set up porous institutional structures that give civil society a voice in
designing data infrastructure.

o I HEAYU g P ST SIa¥ReHT & fSHe § ANRS JHS BT SHTaTS oA & oIt URIn
TRITTA TIGATY RIUT B S|

e Third, policymakers need to expand their views of data collection from a mere technical
exercise to a social and political undertaking that would benefit from the inputs of
social scientists, citizens, and activists.

o iRy, i FHTAIST PI ST HUE B! °IH Udh dadb-id! AT I ATHTRIG 3R IST-iad
Ugd H fawIRd & &1 SfTa=gerdl 5, o Ao dxiHe], AMR®! 3R Hriddiell &
Y 9§ 4 Bl 9 g

e Ultimately, statistics ought to serve citizens; citizens should not serve the achievement
of statistical targets.

o 3idd:, HIRTPI BT I ARG Bt Tdl HAT gHT AMRT; AR | &) FifTw g dgal Bt
I o fo1T 181 ITNT A1 =i
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Why is there an upward rally in gold prices?

Why is gold considered a safety cushion by central banks? When does demand for the yellow metal peak in India? Why does the World Gold Council expect an
increased demand for gold from rural areas? What factors determine gold prices?

EXPLAINER

Saptaparno Ghosh

The story so far:
ired amidst geopolitical
tensions and economic
uncertainty, spot price of
gold scaled a record high of
$2,758.37 for an ounce on October 23. At
the time of writing, the yellow metal was
priced at $2,731.45/ounce having
marginally corrected course from the
record high. In India, gold was mirroring
the upward trajectory at ¥7,513.37/gram,
40% higher than 5,354.20/gram a year
ago. Imperative to note, the demand for
the yellow metal has historically been
observed to peak in lieu of the festive
season, thus, potentially translating to a
positive effect on its prices.

What determines the price of gold?
Central to the assessment are two
currents: prevailing investor appetite
(compared to other assets such as bonds)
but more importantly, the yellow metal’s
safe haven characteristic. Gold has lower
co-relation with other asset classes and,
therefore, provides a safety cushion
during periods of geopolitical stress and
prevailing economic uncertainty and/or
downturn in markets.

Further, prices of gold are suggested to
hold an inverse relationship with interest
rates. That is, when interest rates are
tightened gold becomes less attractive to
investors as they do not offer any yield —
even in tightened conditions. Conversely,
lower interest rates coupled by a weaker
dollar can prompt investors to also opt for
the safety bullion cushion. However, the
relationship is not airtight and has been
observed to prompt exceptions owing to
inflationary conditions and/or geopolitical
tensions, among other factors.

The notion about gold being a safety
cushion is best reflected in the purchase
of the yellow metal by central banks to
hedge against global uncertainties, other
than diversifying their forex reserves. For

perspective, as per the World Gold
Council (WGC), central banks made net
purchases of 8 tonnes in August. Leading
buyers were the National Bank of Poland,
Central Bank of the Republic of Turkey
followed by the RBIL.

Broadly, gold prices are determined by
forces of supply and demand. Imperative
to note here, that gold is finite. The
gestation period from mining to
production cannot effectively respond to
market dynamics. According to WGC, it
often takes decades to move from
discovery of a mine to production.

What have we observed about
demand dynamics in India?

Demand for the yellow metal traditionally
peaks in the second half of the year with
the arrival of the festive season and the
onset of the wedding season. The buffer

REUTERS

period in between (generally,
mid-September to the onset of October) is
considered inauspicious for such
purchases as per the Hindu calendar.
According to the WGC’s October update,
the above stipulated buffer period further
marred by high prices have kept
consumers away from buying the
precious metal. However, it observed
from market reports, about a resurgence
in gold buying with the festive season and
a demand largely driven by wedding
purchases. With respect to prices, the
monthly report held that the price
increased in September primarily because
of a decline in the U.S. dollar with the
Fed’s rate cut. This coupled with
geopolitical tensions helped the rally.
Imperative to note that globally the prices
of gold are referenced in U.S. dollars.
Thus, the decline in dollar spurs demand

Upward Rally in Gold Prices
9 3 PHal A gfe

Mired amidst geopolitical tensions and economic uncertainty, spot

price of gold scaled a record high of $2,758.37 for an ounce on

October 23.
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for the yellow metal seeking safe haven
and hedging.

What happens from here?

Saiyam Mehra, Chairman at the All-India
Gems and Jewellery Domestic Council
told The Hindu that prices of the yellow
metal may further continue their upward
trajectory. According to Mr. Mehra, the
international market rates may come
down between early to mid-November by
about $50 to approximately
$2,650/ounce. However, he observes that
the rates could again go up between
$2,800 and $3,000 in the next year —
about 92,000 to ¥96,000. The latter
being 20% higher compared to the
present prices. “(At present) Even after
the rates have increased, there is a good
footfall in the market but not what we saw
last year. The volume has decreased 10%
but the value has increased about 15%,”
Mr. Mehra informed. Separately, he
further anticipated 20% sales of bullion
and 80% of jewellery during the
important Dhanteras season.

Kavita Chacko, Research Head (India) at
the WGC further observed that
investment demand has been rather
strong. The investment interest is being
supported by strong price performance of
the yellow metal. Furthermore, WGC also
expects an increased demand for the
yellow metal from rural areas emanating
from “improvements in overall
consumption”. It observes, “Favourable
monsoons and higher crop sowing this
year are anticipated to boost rural
incomes, potentially leading to higher
gold purchases.”

Reflecting on the domestic economic
currents and their impact on prices, Ms.
Chacko observed that the reduction in
gold import duties in July has
“significantly boosted demand”. Further,
she told The Hindu, “Strong monsoons
have raised rural consumers’ spending
power, which has raised demand in both
rural and tier I and I1I cities. Gold
demand is typically high throughout the
festive and wedding seasons, which we
are currently in.”
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Mired amidst geopolitical
tensions and economic
uncertainty, spot price of gold
scaled a record high of
$2,758.37 for an ounce on
October 23.

-

The notion about gold being a
safety cushion is best reflected
in the purchase of the yellow
metal by central banks to
hedge against global
uncertainties, other than
diversifying their forex
reserves. For perspective, as
per the World Gold Council,
central banks made net
purchases of 8 tonnes in
August.

w

Demand for the yellow metal
traditionally peaks in the
second half of the year with the
arrival of the festive season
and the onset of the wedding
season. The buffer period in
between (mid-September to
the onset of October) is
considered inauspicious for
such purchases as per the
Hindu calendar.
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Y-IeHIfa® a1 3R nfde
3fAferaar & di=, I ¥ |Wic
DA A 23 AR DI TP 3
& forT $2,758.37 &1 Rpis 3=
R T fani

e At the time of writing, the yellow
metal was priced at $2,731.45/ounce,
having marginally corrected course from
the record high.

TG & T, Uldt 1d &1 Hid
$2,731.45/319 &, &1 Repi I T IS
T ge TS ot

e InIndia, gold was mirroring the
upward trajectory at ¥7,513.37/gram,
40% higher than ¥5,354.20/gram a year ago.

HYRA H, T SWR BT 3R & 3@ Bl &R1id g ¥7,513.37/3TH W T, 5l fUsa q
%5,354.20/9TH ¥ 40% 3 5

Imperative to note, the demand for the yellow metal has historically been observed to
peak in lieu of the festive season, thus, potentially translating to a positive effect on its
prices.

T8 & & 9 § b dial urg Y 1 AfaeiRies & U & dier) Tiom & e wRA W 35 T8
2, O 59! Bl R YHRIHD UHIG US Jobdl g |

Why is Gold Considered a Safety Cushion by Central Banks?
TH BT HERT BT GRT GRET HII T T 1T 82
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Central to the assessment are two currents: prevailing investor appetite (compared to
other assets such as bonds) but more importantly, the yellow metal's safe haven
characteristic.

Hedich 3 o &) IR YRT 8 3T WU S 97 S &1 o H Faxie! & add 4,
i1 T Tg@yul, Uiat o1q &1 & e fa—va|

Gold has lower co-relation with other asset classes and, therefore, provides a safety
cushion during periods of geopolitical stress and prevailing economic uncertainty
and/or downturn in markets.

A BT 37 Ty a7 & 1Y HH T-TaY BT § 3R, 3 USR, Tg Y-IIoFidd a-1d 3R
Hioar onfiies AT ofR/aT SToiRt § Hel & SR YRET R U Il g |

The notion about gold being a safety cushion is best reflected in the purchase of
the yellow metal by central banks to hedge against global uncertainties, other than
diversifying their forex reserves.
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T P! QRET HIA & =Y & AFH BT [GaR Ho1g db! gRT Ui 41g B TRIG H Tad 3t
RE I URaTed giar 8, S afyes siffdiaanaii & faems &1 &7 & forg gt 8, 7 i Faa
30 fad=it gar ver o fafaear am & faw|

e For perspective, as per the World Gold Council (WGC), central banks made net
purchases of 8 tonnes in August.

;&ﬁ&u%m, fay waof aiveg (WGC) & SAUR, Hdia 91 7 3FRA § 8 &1 1 Y& TG
|

e Leading buyers were the National Bank of Poland, Central Bank of the Republic of
Turkey, followed by the RBI.

75 TUGR U Ues BT AP 9, ! TURTT BT HAId 6, 3R ISP d1G SRSTSATS |

When Does Demand for the Yellow Metal Peak in India?

YRd § fiet Y1g $1 9T H9 d¢dl 82

e The demand for the yellow metal has historically been observed to peak in lieu of the
festive season, thus, potentially translating to a positive effect on its prices.

IE S 31 A § & dial urg ) 1 ARiERies U A digr) de & 30 @RE R 3d T
2, 8 29! PIHdl IR GHRISS UG US Fobdl g

What Factors Determine Gold Prices?

T F1 Fiadal &1 AUid $31 918 IR |1 8?2

e Broadly, gold prices are determined by forces of supply and demand.
IRad H, TH B! BEd 3MYfe 3R AT & 7@t gRT AUiRd gt 7
e Imperative to note here, that gold is finite.
I8! & & ARy § b e i )
e The gestation period from mining to production cannot effectively respond to market
dynamics.
G H IAG T BT THIYUM BTl SR D1 =i BT THIE &1 Y IR a1 & FobaTl
e According to WGC, it often takes decades to move from discovery of a mine to
production.

WGC & 3R, T W B TSl J I dh Uga o SR SRIHI a7 & |

Demand Dynamics in India
HIRA d 7T ot Tfa=fterar

e Demand for the yellow metal traditionally peaks in the second half of the year with the
arrival of the festive season and the onset of the wedding season.
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Ui 4Tg B AR IRIRIAT ¥ ¥ AT & gaY YR § gRt Ao 3R Adt & e ot
BT & 1Y YA F=aH WR R Ugd St g

e The buffer period in between (generally, mid-September to the onset of October) is
considered inauspicious for such purchases as per the Hindu calendar.
D o1 BT TR UIRTS (IR R, AA-RydaR T AHR Sragar i od ab) fig
HAISX & AR T WGRT 3 forg 3=y AT A1 g

e According to the WGC'’s October update, the above stipulated buffer period further
marred by high prices have kept consumers away from buying the precious metal.

WGC & ITIT & TR, SWRIad FYid TR fiRkas, S I= SiHdl § 8k 31w
THTTIT g3 8, SUHTGTSHT & P o1g Teie I I e B

e However, it was observed from market reports about a resurgence in gold buying with
the festive season and a demand largely driven by wedding purchases.

BTdifeh, TR RUTet I T8 w1 7 fob AgRY WioH & 1 9 &1 TRIGRT | [ ¥ 31G g8
8 3R O §=7 ¥ 3 T} 1 TRIgR gR1 IR g

e With respect to prices, the monthly report held that the price increased in September
primarily because of a decline in the U.S. dollar with the Fed's rate cut.
Hird! & Jeu #, AT Ruid # o1 71 § fos Ridar & $idl & 9 9o wu ¥ s@fvat
IR T FHHt 3R e & 7ol X H FHeldt & HRU gs |

e This coupled with geopolitical tensions helped the rally.
P 1Y g1 Y-S a1d A o 39 3fG & Heg Dl

e Imperative to note that globally the prices of gold are referenced in U.S. dollars.
Tg S &1 A § 5 A TR R &1 piad ke ster § Teftfd gt 8

e Thus, the decline in dollar spurs demand for the yellow metal seeking safe haven and
hedging.
m, STeR # fRTac et 41g 1 1T &1 gR& s o ffdiT & qamr # viefea

I

What Happens from Here?

3T T BIIT?

e Saiyam Mehra, Chairman at the All-India Gems and Jewellery Domestic Council told
The Hindu that prices of the yellow metal may further continue their upward trajectory.

3t 3FEar SawT SR =il & g uRkug & 3regel T99 BE1 A 7 Fg D! Sar o g
YT BT BIAG 3 4 30 I TR W SR I8 obdll B

e According to Mr. Mehra, the international market rates may come down between early
to mid-November by about $50 to approximately $2,650/ounce.
ot A8RT & SN, 3 IR B &L TGER B ST I A & Sid HTHT $50 Bl
HU & 1Y $2,650/301F & HUT 311 Ghall 5|

e However, he observes that the rates could again go up between $2,800 and $3,000 in
the next year — about ¥92,000 to ¥96,000.
BT, 98 I8 48 & [ a¥ SATA ay $2,800 3R $3,000 & i< fhR & §¢ Fhll & —
THIHIT 292,000 H 296,000 |
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e The latter being 20% higher compared to the present prices.
3if FHIAd I 1A BT AT H 20% 34fH gl

e (At present) Even after the rates have increased, there is a good footfall in the market
but not what we saw last year.

;%j%qmﬁ)aﬁﬁq@ésw,wﬁm%%WGﬁWWﬂé@ﬁqﬁ
I

e The volume has decreased 10% but the value has increased about **15%,” Mr. Mehra
informed.
AT H 10% B HH TS § Al Ged B AHT 15% 1 gl 85 o, ot Tex1 7 Sarn|

e Separately, he further anticipated 20% sales of bullion and 80% of jewellery during the
important Dhanteras season.

3T I, S5+ AgaqUl Y-TaRE HISH & SR 20% Faifc 3R 80% SN BT faeh! B
Yfasarol &1 |

Investment Demand Dynamics

fra=r 6t 7 1 nfor=fterar

e Kavita Chacko, Research Head (India) at the WGC further observed that investment
demand has been rather strong.
%veca"reﬁtrmcrg@ (YRT) Diddr I9P! = 3 <41 [ Fra=r &Y 71 1! Toreg 6t

I

e The investment interest is being supported by strong price performance of the yellow
metal.
a1 S o1 dial UTg & Aeied e TSR gRT 994+ U 81 381 8|

e Furthermore, WGC also expects an increased demand for the yellow metal from rural
areas emanating from “improvements in overall consumption.”
2P SAAl, WGC 7 "THY Wud | UR" & HRUT I &3 § diet o1 &t A § gig 3t
W Ieie B 7

e It observes, “Favourable monsoons and higher crop sowing this year are anticipated to
boost rural incomes, potentially leading to higher gold purchases.”
T8 T[T 8, "3AIHd U 3R 39 oY I8 BId 13718 AT 31 B TG 1 GHTET &,
o 1 1 e 96 Yol g 1”

Domestic Economic Currents and Impact

W AP YRIT 3R yuTa

e Reflecting on the domestic economic currents and their impact on prices, Ms. Chacko
observed that the reduction in gold import duties in July has “significantly boosted
demand.”
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TR 3N yRTaeft SR I gHTEl R faaR & gu, fiadt o) 3 a1 {6 Jars # 99 &
3fTTd Yeh | HH A AT B Agayul ¥ ¥ Ferar fear g1
e Further, she told 7he Hindu, "Strong monsoons have raised rural consumers’ spending
power, which has raised demand in both rural and tier Il and Ill cities.

3, 3B § feg ! Sarl, "Helgd

gorr g, Forgm ameior 3R feR 1 3R 111 26’} H /i T 3 S B

e Gold demand is typically high throughout the festive and wedding seasons, which we are

currently in.”

AT A UTH0T SUHTGITSN D1 Wd B DI Rfad bl

TN B HIT MHIR TR ARRT 3R T & Wt § 3= gl §, forgd g9 adA= H g1

How does the U.S. electoral
college system work?

How is an electoral college formed? What is its role in the US. presidential election? Who are ‘faithless’

electors? Which is the state with the largest number of electoral votes?

Adithya Narayan

The story so far:
.S. citizens will cast their ballots
on November 5, to choose
largely between Republican
candidate and former President
Donald Trump and Vice-President and
Democrat Kamala Harris as their 47th
President in the 60th quadrennial
elections. The U.S. Constitution mandates
that instead of securing the popular vote,
the winner is the candidate who clinches
the maximum number of electoral college
votes. Apart from three instances in the
1800s, results in the recent past such as
George Bush Jr’s victory over Al Gore in
2000 and Mr. Trump’s victory over Hilary
Clinton (2016) came about in this manner.

What is the electoral college?

The electoral college is an intermediary
body or process that chooses the U.S.
President. In this system, voters of each

State cast their ballots to choose members
(or electors) of the electoral college who
then vote to select the President.

The number of electors accorded to
each State is in proportion to its
population and mirrors its number of
members in Congress — both the House of
Representatives and the Senate. The
system, whose origins can be traced back
to the days of slavery, was put in place to
ensure States got equal representation in
the election process.

What is the process?
In the months leading up to the election,
different parties nominate their slate of
would-be electors in each State. The slate
of the party that wins the popular vote in
a State goes on to become electors from
that State in the electoral college.
Conventionally, these electors meet in
December and go by the will of their
citizens to vote for the candidate who
won the popular vote in their State. If an

elector votes against the citizens’ choice,
they are called faithless electors, and
some States have provisions to prosecute
them. In the presidential elections of
2016, there were seven ‘faithless’ electors
though their votes made no difference to
the result. California, with 54 electoral
votes, has the maximum number of seats
in the electoral college, followed by Texas
with 40 and Florida with 30 while States
such as North Dakota, South Dakota,
Delaware, and Vermont have the
minimum number of 3. Other than two
States (Maine and Nebraska), the winner
of the popular vote gets all electoral votes
of that State (and the District of
Columbia); in other words, “Winner takes
all”. There are 538 electoral votes in the
college and a candidate must secure at
least 270 votes to become President.

What happens if there is a tie?
According to the U.S. government’s
website, the situation has transpired only

twice — in 1800 and 1824. On both
occasions, the House of Representatives
spawned a solution by electing Thomas
Jefferson and John Quincy Adams
respectively as President.

Given the current composition of States
and their voters, such a situation is highly
unlikely. However, if a situation were to
arise, Article 2 of the U.S. Constitution
and the 12th Amendment mandate that
the election moves to the House of
Representatives where the newly elected
435 members are sworn in and vote on
who becomes President.

Notwithstanding the number of
representatives accorded to States in the
House, each State gets one vote. The
winning party in the State gets to poll that
vote and the candidate that garners 26
votes is declared President.

The Congress is scheduled to meet in
early January to count the votes, and the
new President is set to take charge on
January 20, 2025, for a term of four years.
If the House is unable to come up with a
result by then, the Vice-President
becomes Acting President, and the House
continues to vote until it arrives at a
result. Meanwhile, the election for the
Vice-President happens in the Senate. In
the 100-member strong Senate, each
member gets one vote and the majority
mark of 51is desired for a candidate to
claim victory. By virtue of being separate
elections, this can lead to a situation
where the President and Vice-President
are from different political parties.

How does the U.S. electoral college system work?
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On November 5, U.S. citizens will cast their ballots to choose largely

between Republican candidate and former President Donald Trump
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and Vice-President and Democrat Kamala Harris as their 47th
President in the 60th quadrennial elections.

5 Fda I, ARG ANRS MU= Aau= e, o gera: Rufered
SHigaR 3R gd gufe SiHIeS ¢U 3R SRIPUfa aut SHishe &H
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e The U.S. Constitution mandates that instead of securing the popular vote, the winner is
the candidate who clinches the maximum number of electoral college votes.

3R TfaY™ g8 ifarf wvar § fob At die g1Re &= & soi, favidT a8 Swiiear
& S g} BioT b MUHTH 7 U el 2|

e Apart from three instances in the 1800s, results in the recent past such as George Bush
Jr.’s victory over Al Gore in 2000 and Mr. Trump's victory over Hilary Clinton in 2016
came about in this manner.

1800 & ST T dIi- IaI6RUI &I BISHR, §Id & THI H Siiel g 1R B 2000 T 3
TR IR ofid 3R fireR du ot 2016 H fadt fadies | Sid 33 TR g3

What is the electoral college?

AT PIcS T 82

e The electoral college is an intermediary body or process that chooses the U.S. President.
ATAI Piciol Uob AR Fobral 1 UfehdT § Sl SR IPUfd &1 98 3l 5|

e In this system, voters of each State cast their ballots to choose members (or electors) of
the electoral college who then vote to select the President.
Y YU §, T T & Adardl 30 Haus STad § difes gATd! shiael & el @
frafae) &1 9a= fasar o 9o, S iR AFUT &1 797 B & oY Haa™ H=d g |

e The number of electors accorded to each State is in proportion to its population and
mirrors its number of members in Congress — both the House of Representatives and
the Senate.
T g b1 T 7T Hafere! &) G S9! S e & 3urd J gidl 8 3R a8 s o
5 YW 1 WA I e § - WA FHT 3R We S 7|

e The system, whose origins can be traced back to the days of slavery, was put in place to
ensure States got equal representation in the election process.
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What is the process?
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In the months leading up to the election, different parties nominate their slate of would-
be electors in each State.

gﬁﬂ@f%ﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁﬁﬁfuﬁmﬁmmwﬁﬁmﬁmﬁaﬂﬁwwm
|

The slate of the party that wins the popular vote in a State goes on to become electors
from that State in the electoral college.

T H AB T die Siia aralt urdl &! gt 39 sd & fHatad! | 96d St § S gArat
Hictsl & g

Conventionally, these electors meet in December and go by the will of their citizens to
vote for the candidate who won the popular vote in their State.

RIRATE ¥4 9, 3 FHafas fedar & fiad 8 SR s AiRe! & 3BIguR 39 SHGaR &
forT Irde™ FRd € O 3P o H Ao dle Sfid g1 |

If an elector votes against the citizens’ choice, they are called faithless electors, and
some States have provisions to prosecute them.

g ®is FMafad AMR®! & g1d & RIATh AdaM HRdl 6, 4l 3¢ 1Spd (Harad &gl
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In the presidential elections of 2016, there were seven ‘faithless’ electors though their

votes made no difference to the result.

:gr%uguﬁﬂma‘fﬁm Fafera: fFafas 2 sidifs 37 dIct &1 uRUH W3S Bb
gaTl

Electoral Votes by State

I & IR gATd! die

California, with 54 electoral votes, has the maximum number of seats in the electoral
college, followed by Texas with 40 and Florida with 30 while States such as North
Dakota, South Dakota, Delaware, and Vermont have the minimum number of 3.
ST, /% U 54 gATH! dle § A Bias | il B sifihan T 8, 39%
§1¢ ST § ORI Uy 40 3R TSt & U 30 § Safe A1 s@hier, W8y s@ier,
SATAWR, 3R qHTE S Il & U AdH IS 3 B

Other than two States (Maine and Nebraska), the winner of the popular vote gets
all electoral votes of that State (and the District of Columbia); in other words,
“Winner takes all”.

3 I A 3R ATTEPT) B! BISHR, ABUY die Siid- arel IHEIR I Ied & i
AT dle U &l § (IR wYafaar $T forem); IR Wsal &, fasar 99 oo d Srar |
There are 538 electoral votes in the college and a candidate must secure at least 270
votes to become President.

Fiat B 538 TATH dle § 3R T Iuficar &1 Ipufd a7 & fore &1 § %1 270 die W
HIT SIS |

What happens if there is a tie?
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e The situation has only happened twice — in 1800 and 1824.
Ig RUfY Fad &l IR g3 § — 1800 3R 1824 H|

e The House of Representatives elected Thomas Jefferson and John Quincy Adams as
Presidents during those ties.
3 €18 & GRM, U FHT 7 4Ta S iR S e gewi &1 yufa & w0 d
Gl

e Atieis unlikely given the current political landscape.
T e URe=d &1 3@ §U, €18 T SR B

e If atie occurs, Article 2 of the U.S. Constitution and the 12th Amendment state that
the election goes to the House of Representatives.
g o1% BT &, af SR AU &1 srfwse 2 3R 1291 TRNYF Hd § [P g1 -1
FHT H e

e The newly elected 435 members will be sworn in and vote for the President.
q Faiferd 435 Gawdl &l 2y f3ers et 3R 9 Ayufd & e AdaH S|

e Each State gets one vote, regardless of the number of representatives it has.
UJ® T DI TP gie (HadT g, I8 39 Uiy faq ot ufafafd i

e The candidate who receives 26 votes becomes President.
o JufieaR 26 die U FRT 3, 98 AFUF I B

e Congress meets in early January to count the votes, and the new President takes office
on January 20, 2025.
HRY A & URH H diel B Mt & o firach &, ofR a1 Iyufd 20 S, 2025 3
UGHR U0l BT |

e If the House cannot decide by that date, the Vice-President becomes Acting
President, and voting continues.

i 39 TG a9 T FuT 07 g1 o urell, df SIRIPUf SRIGRT Igufd 99 91d o,
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e The election for Vice-President happens in the Senate.
IRIYUFA & forg g-1a Ae A grar 3|

e In the 100-member Senate, each member gets one vote, and 51 votes are needed
to win.
100-HEH a1l e H, A I&W Pl TS dIe Hdd 5, 3R Sia & g 51 die 31
ARG Biell & |

e This can result in a President and Vice-President from different political parties.
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Recognising the economic
value of unpaid work in India

How valuing women’s unpaid contributions can reshape our understanding of economic productivity and
foster policies that address inequity and promote the redistribution of gendered unpaid labour

Rebecca Rose V. hese

g Z 2
daily. This stark contrast underscores the
significant burden of unpaid labour borne
by women. By addressing these
disparities, the authors advocate for
policy reforms that acknowledge the
economic contributions of unpaid
household activities, ultimately seeking
more equitable recognition of women’s
labour in the national economy.

Methodology
The authors use data from the Consumer
mids Household Survey (CPHS) by
the Centre for Monitoring Indian
Economy (CMIE), covering individuals
aged 15 and above from September 2019
to March 2023. The CPHS gathers annual
data in three waves — January to April,
May to August, and September to
December — on employment, health, and
financial information from approximately
two lakh households and nine lakh
individuals each year.

To estimate the economic value of
unpaid household work, the authors
employ two input-based valuation
approaches — Opportunity Cost (GOC)
and Replacement Cost (RCM).

Around the world

Globally, there is a growing effort to
recognise and value unpaid work, as
countries increasingly understand its
significant economic contributions. In
2016, the United Nations integrated this
focus into its Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), particularly in SDG 5, which
emphasises achieving gender equality
and empowering women. Target 5.4 seeks
to recognise and value unpaid care and
domestic work through supportive

| 4 N
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policies and shared household
responsibilities, particularly in low and
middle-income countries by 2030.

Similarly, a study by the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation (APEC 2022)
revealed that unpaid work contributes an
estimated 9% to the GDP of APEC
member economies, equivalent to $11
trillion. Contributions vary widely. Indira
Hirway, in her paper, “Unpaid Work and
the Economy: Linkages and Their
Implications (2015),” estimates that
unpaid work constitutes between 10%
and 60% of GDP in most countries. For
instance, while it may form up to 41.3% of
Australia’s GDP, it may only contribute
5.5% to Thailand’s GDP. In South Africa,
unpaid work accounted for between
14.6% and 38.1% of GDP in 2010, while in
Canada, unpaid household labour was
valued between $516.9 billion and $860.2
billion in 2019, amounting to 25.2% to
37.2% of Canada’s nominal GDP.

No rest: Women farm workers engaged in their job at a paddy field in Thiruvalarsolai village in Tiruchi
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Economic value of unpaid work
Unpaid work in India contributes
approximately ¥22.7 lakh crore or about
7.5% of the country’s GDP, according to a
2023 State Bank of India report. This
significant figure underscores the vital
role of unpaid labour in the economy,
predominantly provided by women who
spend about 36 hours per week on such
tasks compared to just 16 hours for men.
This disparity highlights the gendered
nature of household responsibilities and
reflects broader societal norms regarding
domestic labour.

The authors explain that addressing
this imbalance could have substantial
economic implications. Research
indicates that enhancing women’s
participation in the labour force could
boost India’s GDP by as much as 27%. For
instance, Rajeswari (2021) notes that
women account for nearly 88% of unpaid
domestic work, while studies by

PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Choudhary et al. (2009) estimate that
women’s unpaid labour constitutes
approximately 61% of India’s GDP.

To harness this potential for economic
growth, it is vital to create policies that
recognise and value unpaid work,
encouraging gender equity in the
workforce and boosting India’s overall
productivity. It’s also important to
explore how the pandemic has affected
these inequalities and to develop policies
that effectively address these issues.

Wage variations in calculating
monetary value

The authors estimate the monetary value
of unpaid household activities using two
input-based methods: opportunity cost
and replacement cost.

The opportunity cost method suggests
that individuals forgo other activities and
their associated monetary benefits while
engaged in unpaid household work. This
approach calculates the value of unpaid
labour by determining the annual average
hourly wages for unskilled labour,
assumed to be accessible to everyone
within a specific region. Due to limited
data, the analysis assumes wage rates do
not differ by age. Average wages are
categorised by various factors to evaluate
the time spent on unpaid domestic tasks
annually. The authors note that while
some assumptions could introduce an
upward bias, using unskilled labour wages
may also lead to a downward bias in
estimating the value of unpaid household
labour.

In contrast, the replacement cost
method values household tasks as if
performed by hired market workers,
utilising average wages for comparable
occupations instead of the unpaid
individuals’ wage rates. This approach
assumes equal productivity between
household members and market
substitutes, regardless of age. For
example, cooking tasks are valued at the
wage rate for kitchen helpers, while
caregiving is aligned with wages for
nursing or midwifery assistants. Unpaid
tasks are matched to similar occupations
to assign a value to these tasks annually.
The authors explain that while this
method could lower market wage rates if
labour supply increases, it may also raise
demand and wages for domestic help.

Monetarily, the authors found that the
value of unpaid household work was
¥49.5 lakh crore based on the gross
opportunity cost (GOC) method and ¥65.1
lakh crore using the replacement cost
method (RCM) for 2019-20, equating to
24.6% and 32.4% of nominal GDP,
respectively. The COVID-19 pandemic
significantly impacted these values, with
household contributions rising to 27.2%
and 42.3% of nominal GDP in 2020-21 for
GOC and RCM estimates. Men’s
contributions to household tasks
increased from 10.4% of nominal GDP in
2019-20 to 13.1% in 2020-21, indicating a
shift in household labour dynamics, while
women’s contributions rose to 26.2%
during the pandemic.

As the economy recovered in 2021-22
and 2022-23, the overall percentage of
GDP attributed to unpaid household work
declined, suggesting a redirection of
labour toward other sectors. The authors
underscore the significant contributions
from women, valued at 14.5% (GOC) and
21.5% (RCM) of GDP in 2022-23. However,
they caution against directly
incorporating these estimates into GDP
calculations, highlighting the potential for
recognising unpaid labour and its
contribution to the country’s economy.
Through this analysis, the paper calls for
future research to refine methodologies,
promote equitable recognition and
redistribution of care responsibilities, and
ultimately enhance women’s labour force
participation.

The writer is a freelance journalist.

Recognising the economic value of unpaid work in

India
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The contributions of women through unpaid care work, parenting, and
domestic responsibilities are increasingly recognized.

wfgarsii &1 f3AT YIar foear T S@UTe ST, Ura-uiyvr, 3R TR
forAeial & arerw @ aRTeH & Jgdl Uga faa 6 8

e There is a need to include and value these contributions in national accounts to
highlight their monetary worth.

S ATaT 1 BT @ral H S B 3R Feich B BT TGl & dlich ITbl
Hifse Hed ISR 8 Yob |

e The System of National Accounts has included household production in Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) calculations since 1993, but has excluded unpaid care work.

%ﬁ@mﬁm@ﬁmm (ST 1 TorTST & 1993 T TR SdIG &l
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e The Time Use Survey is used to quantify unpaid labor, but its infrequent
implementation limits comprehensiveness.

THY SUANT FA&UT fSHT YT aTd 91 B1 IT0HT B & e SUTNT o oir &, Afde
P! ST Hau- TS &I Jifd HRAT |

e Authors Satyananda Sahoo, Kaustav K. Sarkar, and Amit Kumar measure the
monetary value of unpaid household work in India.

AGH Jod-iG ITg, PITId P. PR, 3R fd FUR HRT & o1 Y1 & IR F1
Hfes qeu 49d ¢ |

e Their objective is to highlight the economic significance of unpaid activities, as women
not in the labor force spend over seven hours daily on unpaid domestic and care
work.

3T 322 o1 Y & nfafafial & snfifes Hea & SR &1 §, i o 9 |
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I

e Employed women dedicate 5.8 hours daily to similar tasks, while unemployed men
spend less than four hours and employed men contribute only 2.7 hours.
HTHBTON AREATE JAH BT H ¢ 5.8 & TAMT Fc §, Saieh SRISHIR 3N IR °e I
HY JHY fId1d § 3R BB [¥Y $Had 2.7 e HT ASH 3d 8

e This highlights the significant burden of unpaid labor on women.
Ig Afearstl R A1 YITdH & 48 &1 Hg@qul aigl SoTR &xdl 5 |

e The authors advocate for policy reforms to acknowledge the economic contributions of
unpaid household activities.
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Methodology
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e The authors use data from the Consumer Pyramids Household Survey (CPHS) by the
Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE), covering individuals aged 15 and
above from September 2019 to March 2023.

RIP ey RIS greusits Ud (iTawd) I ST &1 ST oxd &, 51 P
WOR YRA fawT (HTH3ss) gRI 15 99 3R ITY 3ifie Ig & Al &
fRrdaR 2019 9 A 2023 TF FR FRAT |

e The CPHS gathers annual data in three waves — January to April, May to August, and
September to December — on employment, health, and financial information from
approximately two lakh households and nine lakh individuals each year.

GTaTy THast | 3, 7% | 3T, 3R Rider | fedear # o7 =ron # aiftfes Ser
THF BT § — AR, W, 3R et SR & T &) ard =R 3R it ara
Hfkral ¥ g |

e To estimate the economic value of unpaid household work, the authors employ two
input-based valuation approaches — Opportunity Cost (GOC) and Replacement
Cost (RCM).
ST YT & R P & 3 Yo T 3THM T & oY, TRaeh oY 3TYe-Smemfya
eI RSV B IUUN B § — TR AR (SH3MRA) 7R UfoITa AR
(SMFtTH) |

Around the world
T R |

e There is a growing global effort to recognize and value unpaid work due to its significant
economic contributions.
P HEAYU! ATAH TG & HRUT oA YA & HTH B AT o 3R Jedidh R &
fere aftyes ame 5 w1 R

e In 2016, the United Nations incorporated this focus into its Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), especially in SDG 5, which aims to achieve gender equality and empower
women.

2016 H, T AP 4 39 B & U4 ad AT d&dl (@asten) o wfid foan, faxy
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e Target 5.4 seeks to recognize and value unpaid care and domestic work through
supportive policies and shared household responsibilities, particularly in low and middle-
income countries by 2030.

&I 5.4 foHT YT & STHTA 3R TR BT B! T & 3R b DR Bl BT
BT &, TEHH - 3R e R Sraeial & e §, fagiy &9 3 49 ik Aeg-3mg
9Tel <=1 & 2030 I |

e A study by Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC 2022) found that unpaid work
contributes an estimated 9% to the GDP of APEC member economies, totaling $11
trillion.
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e Contributions of unpaid work vary, constituting between 10% and 60% of GDP in many
countries.

?ﬂﬂj}ldm & BT BT ANTGH 47 BIdT 8, S Fs <=0 H SIS BT 10% A 60% & &9 gl

I

e For example, unpaid work may account for up to 41.3% of Australia’s GDP and only
5.5% of Thailand's GDP.
ITERN & oI, FoT YT T 1 iR feraT & Siieidt &1 41.3% 3R URAS & Siterdl &1
$dd 5.5% Bl GbdI 6|

e In South Africa, unpaid work accounted for between 14.6% and 38.1% of GDP in 2010.
Gur 3MptesT o, faHT YT &1 10 2010 H SiteiUl BT 14.6% | 38.1% & §id T

e In Canada, unpaid household labour was valued between $516.9 billion and $860.2
billion in 2019, amounting to 25.2% to 37.2% of Canada’s nominal GDP.
FHAST T, foHT YT & O 49 &1 G 2019 H $516.9 faferaw ¥ $860.2 fafera & o=
YT, S HTST & ATHHTA SISl BT 25.2% & 37.2% B

Economic value of unpaid work

IHTUS HTH BT MMfAw T4

e Unpaid work in India contributes about ¥22.7 lakh crore, approximately 7.5% of
GDP (2023 SBI report).
YR H 3FUS HTH BT TRIGH ATHIT 222.7 ORI PRIS ©, Sl TTHT 7.5% SITSIUL § (2023
sl fOTd) |

e Women perform the majority of unpaid labour, averaging 36 hours per week, compared
to 16 hours for men.
%H%am&mﬁgwmwfﬂmmﬂm%, 36 He Ufa g, STafd TSV Had 16 T HRd

I

e This shows the gendered nature of household responsibilities and societal norms
around domestic work.
Tg I SeIal & it smemfia Weeg iR ORe 98 & Hay § qrifoie Ards! &l
a5l

e Increasing women'’s workforce participation could raise India's GDP by 27%.
nfgensi 3t wrfaa urfiert sem I yRa &1 S § 27% aF S 8 Tl 8

e Women account for nearly 88% of unpaid domestic work; studies estimate this
work constitutes about 61% of GDP.
ARETT T 88% STUS UG BTH H §; 3109 STHIT HRd & [ T8 BT TTHT 61%
ST &1 76 HRaT 7

e Policies must recognize and value unpaid work to promote gender equity and enhance
productivity.
Hiferdt B SIS B B AT R e A1 A1RT, aTfes T qwT=raT & sgrar firat ik
ATl F6 |

e The impact of the pandemic on these inequalities should be explored to address issues
effectively.
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Wage variations in calculating monetary value

Aifge qea F 7o § 9a Rerard

e The monetary value of unpaid household activities is estimated using opportunity cost
and replacement cost methods.
3FUE TR Tfafafiral &1 Mifee e SraaR anTd 3R ufeTu anTd faftrt 1 Suai
PP AT T ST B

e Opportunity cost estimates the value based on the annual average hourly wages for
unskilled labour.

AR AT BT STHM STHR AT BT ITANT HXb 3T 47 & fore anffer siaa ufa
He & da W 3R BT 81

e Some assumptions might introduce an upward bias; using unskilled wages could also
lead to a downward bias.
FO UM SHWNTH qatug 0= o= Tohd &; SR 9 $T SUANT {14 qatag &1 SRl
S bl 3

e The replacement cost method values household tasks as if performed by hired market
workers, using average wages for similar jobs.
gfeRITIT arTd fafer erq &l o At § o fb 3= SoIR 4! g1 fovan o 8, wwe
BT & T 3T da BT ITIANT b |

e The gross opportunity cost (GOC) method estimated the value of unpaid household
work at ¥49.5 lakh crore for 2019-20, equating to 24.6% of GDP.
THd TR AN (GOC) A & AR, 3FUS TR HTI BT T ¥49.5 TR BRIS U
2019-20 & T3, STt 24.6% SISt & ST T

e The replacement cost method (RCM) estimated the value at ¥65.1 lakh crore for the
same period, which is 32.4% of GDP.
UfRITY @1Td faftr (RCM) &1 SITaM THH 1Ay & T 265.1 @RG HRIS AT, ST 32.4%
S & SRR 5

e The pandemic increased household contributions to 27.2% (GOC) and 42.3% (RCM) of
GDP in 2020-21.
TERY A TR ATEH & 27.2% (GOC) 3R 42.3% (RCM) T dql faar 2020-21 H|

e Men's contributions increased from 10.4% of GDP in 2019-20 to 13.1% in 2020-21.
U5 BT NG 2019-20 T 10.4% SHtSIUl I dgdhx 2020-21 T 13.1% &l 1

e Women's contributions rose to 26.2% during the pandemic.
Tigarsii &1 ARG HEHRI & SR 26.2% db §¢ T

e In the recovery period of 2021-22 and 2022-23, the share of unpaid work in GDP
declined, indicating a shift in labour towards other sectors.

2021-22 3R 2022-23 H G: Ut & SR, Sardl # 3FUS o1H BT 38T ue T, 5t 3
& BT 3R o7 P G BT Hbd B

e Women's contributions were valued at 14.5% (GOC) and 21.5% (RCM) of GDP in 2022-
23.
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afgarsit &1 ATEM 2022-23 H 14.5% (GOC) 3R 21.5% (RCM) SIEIT & =0 & gfeud
fopar |

Opportunity Cost and Replacement Cost

1. Opportunity Cost

Opportunity cost refers to the value of the next best alternative that is foregone when a choice
is made. It is a fundamental concept in economics that helps individuals and organizations
assess the cost of choosing one option over another.

Hindi: 3/a¥R ARTd 39 SATA Garay fadhed &1 qeu g o faredt fAvfa & SR @mm S 81 98
YR 1 U Hedqul Risid g o aafadl 3R W11 &) U fadhed & 90 & e anTd &1

3H A B B JErIdl Hdl g

Historical Background:

e The term "opportunity cost" was first introduced by Austrian economist Friedrich von
Wieser in 1914. This concept highlights the trade-offs involved in making economic
decisions.

Hindi: "3/aXR ARTd" Veg BT Ugall IR 3Ry AUt TheRe aiF dior A 1914 H uf=y fear
oTI g SEURUN 3f1ffe Fofa & <nfire THeial &) IR Hed B

Importance in Economics:

e Opportunity cost helps businesses decide on the most efficient use of resources. For
example, if a company has limited resources, it may have to choose between investing
in new technology or expanding its workforce. The chosen option will have an
opportunity cost in terms of the foregone benefits of the alternative option.

Hindi: 3R ATTd a9l &1 SR1eHl & o HRIA IUANT BT (A0ig o- H TgrIar Bl 6|
Ia1eRul & forg, afe fedt du=t & urg Ty Tared 8, ) S 78 dp-te § fowr a1 srfad &t
oM & S T BT US Tobdl 8 | Tafd fAwen & @ml U faswed &1 3/aTR anTd e gift|

Recent Applications and Examples:

e In policy-making, opportunity cost is often used to allocate funds effectively. For
instance, if the Government of India chooses to allocate more funds to healthcare, the
opportunity cost could be lesser spending on education or infrastructure.

Hindi: TfaTra fuial # SraeR amd o1 SR A o guTdt 1 9 sdfed o & o Iuaim
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T STaT 81 321870 & foe, afe YR TR Wy a1 # 1f¥e 4= sdfed ot 8, O fRiem ar
gard} g R &Y Wd B BT IR AN 8 bl 7

2. Replacement Cost

Definition and Basic Concept: Replacement cost is the amount that an entity would need to
pay to replace an asset at its current market value. This concept is commonly used in
insurance and asset management to estimate the cost of replacing an existing asset.

Hindi: TARITTH A1Td a8 11§ Sl fhell ST & aaa SoiR Hed IR U Ui &l §aa- &
foTT YT A BT STaAH T 1T | ST SGURUN BT ITANT ST 3R AU Jaied & AR TR
HioleT YUy &1 dga- &1 ARTd &1 S T & fod far Srar g |

Importance in Insurance and Asset Valuation:

e Ininsurance, replacement cost is essential for calculating claims. For example, if a
business's equipment is damaged, the replacement cost determines how much the
insurance company will reimburse for buying a new piece of equipment.

Hindi: ST §, Ufa=ITa= @11 g1at ot 0T & AT Siawdes 8 | Serexul & fou, afe fed) soaar
& JUBRUT ! THA gidl &, Al TR ARTd a8 HuffRd et g f Star ot 9T Iuar &t
Wiie & fo fordt i arog 3t

Use in Government and Corporate Planning:

e Government projects often calculate replacement costs when updating infrastructure
like roads, bridges, and public buildings. This is important for budgeting and planning
as it reflects the actual cost of maintaining infrastructure.

Hindi: TRHR aRaSHIsT & S {6 TS, gd, 3R Al SHR! &I 3&a B & foe
YfIRITYT AT T 3MTeha BT SITdT g | I8 doie 3R Ao & fag Agayuf § wife ag gfarc
< Y ST T 1 IRATdS AN Bl Sl |

Comparison with Opportunity Cost:

e While opportunity cost is about the value of the next best alternative, replacement cost
focuses on the cost to recreate or restore an asset. Opportunity cost is used for
decision-making and prioritization, whereas replacement cost is primarily used for
budgeting and financial assessments.

Hindi: STgT /AR ANTd 3Te YA faded & Jed & 9R H g, T8] Ufaig aTd Jufty &1 g

fafor a1 gTRffid R & AT R i § 1 SHaUR AT &1 SudnT (o o iR wnfierar aa
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OxymO ron: G{Wﬂ\ﬁ:{ noun: a phrase that combines two words that seem to be the

opposite of each other, such as a deafening silence

ﬁwmmﬁwﬁuﬂamﬁﬁsﬁ aﬁaﬁ%@@ﬁ? a deafening silence; foRIeTdRR
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